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IAE Diſpute all dates 
Canning was an Impoſtor or not, 
after having engaged the Attention 
| of half the Kingdom for more than 
# Divelveinonth, is at length brought to an 
Iſſue. This Girl, whoſe Name will be per- 
haps as famous Ages hence as thoſe of Kings, 
5 Heroes, who, by a Series of great Ac- 
tions, have done Honour to themſelves and 
to their Country, though on a far different 
Account, as ſhe would never have deſerved 
Remembrance but for the abſurd Improba- 
bilities of her moſt amazing Tale, and the 
more amazing Credulity with which it was 
believed, has been convicted of wilfully and 
_ B corruptly 


. 
corruptly ſwearing, * That ſhe was robbed of 
© her Gown, Apron, and Money, in Moor- 
e fields by two Men, who, after ſtripping 
cher, knocked her down, and then carried 
« her to Suſannah Wells's Houſe at Enfield- 
% Waſh (ſhe in a Fit almoſt all the Time) 
* and that ſhe was there robbed of her Stays 
« by Mary Squires, who * her up ſe- 
© ven or eight Staits into a Room by the 
Kitchen, where ſhe remained confined 
from Four o Clock in the Morning of the 
ſecond of January 17535 till, A in the 
Afternoon of the 2015 of that Month, 
<« when ſhe eſcaped by forcing down ſome 
© Boards nailed before a Window, and got 
« ſafe Home to her Mother's, which is above 
eleven Miles diſtant, without ſtopping, 
er having had nothing, to eat or drink dating 
ec her whole Confinement, except about 
* 1 1a omg old Cruſts, which, miglit be 
4 ten. Le 2 5 Quantity, and fourſor 


arts ater in a broken jugg 
& oy without, havin been ever. viſited, or 


even looked after by . Kerle. whatlo- 
«ever box 8 Mong BE 9 AOL 
The univerf: D ration of. EY 

believed the Girl before the Trial was, “ I. 

* the is Me guilty, we will give ber up. 

« for, no Puniſhment can he too bad for = 

* an _Impoſtre.”, Gallty ſhe bas been, 

We , but nothing cr can. convince thoſe who: 


Are 


— 


( 3} 
are determined to ſluit their Eyes againſt: the 
Light, they temain as much attached as ever 
to the Gicl; and why? The Court was par- 
tial, the jury were partial, the Witneſſes 
againſt the Girl were all perjured to a 
Man —and her Innocence was notwithſtand- 
ing proved moſt 'clearly— To think of rea- 
ſoning with Men like theſe; were greater 
Madneſs than the famed St. he con- 
1 Sprats to Chriſtianity. 

But there are another Set of People, bo- 
neſt, humane, and ſomewhat credulous, 
who, having taken the Girl's Part from wor- 
thy Motives, cannot caſily got over ſtrung 
FPrepoſſeſßens—Gypfies, Bawds; and Whores, 
they know are Paxties on dne) San and theft 
— not any think capable uf any Villainy, 
but believe they:muſt be guilty of every one 
they are charged with. Canning, on the 
other Hand, is a poor young Girl, of whom 
they never heard any — and therefore 
ſuppoſe | it is impoſfible ſhe ſhoald-ever do any. 
It is common to hear theſe People declare, 
they are by no Means fatisficd wick dhe Ven 
dict, and that the Trial, which, they were 
told, would clear up the whole Affair, bas 
left them as much in the Dark us ever; and 
ho ſhould it be otherwiſe? They did not 
Hear the GirÞ tried, nor can they read her 


— ov which may be ſome 
Time 
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Tine, firſt. And what is infinitely worſe, 
nineteen: Parts in twenty of all the Relations 
they have heard about it, have been ertarit 
Falſhoods invented by the ridiculous Folly of 
ſome, and the mean Deſigns of others dn 
Purpoſe to miſlead them. It is therefore! to 
undeceive thoſe whoſe” Minds ate open to 
Conviction, that the Author of theſe Sheets, 
who was preſent during the greateſt Part of 
the Trial, and is not unacquainted with what 
paſſed when he was abſent, has taken Pen in 
Hand. He intends not to involve himſelf in 
a Labyrinth of Arguments about the Proba- 
bility or Improbability of the Girl's Story, but 
merely to giye a general Idea of the Evidence 
offered at the Old Bailey on both Sides, inter- 
ſperſed with a few Reflections and explanato 
Remarks, to thoſe who either do not care t 
Wait till the Publication of the Trial, or who, 
when publiſhed, could not, or would not, 
afford the Time neceſſary to 7 it with 
Attention. But, to proceed. 
The Jary being impannelled, the Incl 
r ed and Evidence given of what 
i had ſworn upon the Trial, George 
Squiree, the Gypſey's Son, was examined to 
prove that his Mother was at Abbotfbury. at 
the Time Canning ſwore ſhe was robbed by 
her. This he accordingly did, beginning 
_— Abbot ſbury, ad" traced her her Journey 
Sin! with 


[5] 


with him up from Stage to Stage, 
actly, till he brought her to Enfield-Waſh on 
the 24th of January 1785 but being croſs- 
examined what Road he had taken in his 
Way from London to Abbotſbury in the Au- 
tumn before, he gave a moſt imperfect Ac- 
count of it, he could only ſay in general, 

that he travelled through the Wilds — Kent 


and Suſſex, and ſo through Hampſhire, but 


could hardly mention the Name of a — 
Town he had been at all the Way. As 

was thought very extraordinary at that Time, 
and has been much talked of -fince; it re- 
quires ſome particulat Explanation; in order to 
Which it will be neceſſary to inform the 
Reader, that George Squires, the Son, uſed 
heretofore to travel the Country with an 
Hawker's and Pedlar's Licence, and dealt in 
Lawns, Muſlins, Handkerchiefs Gc. But 
in Autumn 175, not being able to afford a 
Licence, he ſet out without one, his Mother 
and Siſter Lucy accompanying him, and, as 
he was doubly liable to be taken up and 
whipped as a Vagabond, firſt for peddling 
without a Licence, and, ſecondly, for tra- 
velling the Country as a Gypſey, it was 
highly neceſſary for him to avoid as much as 
poſſible getting into any Corporation, or even 
22 There is alſo another Rea- 
ſon common, to all- -Pedlars,: for paſting 
. few Towns, except ſmall inconſi- 


derable 


very en- 


decable; V 9 J 


+ af, great Roads, 
which is, char, 


ennſidera ble Towns, 


242 


there 9 · able to ſupply the Ne- 
beſſities of the Inhabitants, who will not buy 


of rambling 8 they may have 
bettet ad dbeaper of their 'Neigh bours. 
Bat in remote Villeges tho Caſe is far differ- 
ent, the Praple thete having frequently av 
Market within many Niles of of them, are glad 
40 ſnatcb any Opportunity of procuring ſuch 
Things as they muſt otherwiſe ſend a great 
Way for, and pechaps truſt the buying of to 
Perſons unſkilful enough to ber eafily im- 

poſed: on! Thus George.) Squires, being got 
into Rent in his Way tom London, had mo- 
wing to de with che Towns of Note; and, 
as it was indifferent to him whether a Village, 
where he ſold bis Goods, was called A or B, 
it das uſual with him las it is with all Ped- 
Jays} never to trouble his Head about their 
Namts at all, but only at one Village, to 
aſk which was the Way Weſtward to the 
next. And this (added to the ious 
Stupidiiy: af George Squires, which it may, 
with great Truth, be ſaid was never doubted 
of by any Body who ever converſed with 
Him) may ſerve to account, very reaſonably, 
for his giving ſo lame an Hiſtory of his Jour- 
Hey! from Landen downwards. = 

But there is another Difficulty Wa 
fines . eee — bis EL. 


pedition 


| [1/78] ] 
pedition to Abbot/iury, how came he: ſo par- 
ticularly to 


to relate the Stages and. Circum 
ſtances of his Return? Fhe Anſwer is caſy; 


he had ſold all his Goods at Hbbatſbury, ind 
therefore had nothing to do but to return ta 
London the neareſt Way. He had alſo re- 
ceived Advice that his Siſter Maury was ill in 
Town, and this haſtened his Journey back. 
So much ſor his coming Home by the ſtrait 
Road. As to his particular Memoty relating 
to that Road, Nobody can wonder at ĩt who: 
is told, that not above ten Days after his Ar- 
rival at Stiannab Mello s, he was forced to tra- 
vel it over again to fetch Witneſſes from 1. 
botfbury'to fave his Mother's Life, with whom 
he returned to Londar ; and ſince then he had 
been down. at every Place he ſtopped at iu 
the firſt Journey with his Mother, in the 
Company of Mr. Wills of Dorcbeſſer, and 
refreſhed his Memory as to Circu maſtances, by 
converſing with the ſeveral People Who had 
before ſeen the whole Family on the Road; 
and it would have been miraculous indeed if 
he could not have given a; more perfect Ac 
count of a ſtraight Poſt- Road, which he had 
travelled five Times over, and four of 
them with. ſufficient Reaſons 46+remark it, 

than he could of a rambling Journey through 
croſs Roads and bye Villages, which he 

had no particular acts! to tetain in bis 
Head. Deck aida hs age u gam ech 


wond 2 | After 
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After: Suires, many other Witneſſes, liv- 
ing at different Places in the Country, ahve 


examined,” who proved that. the 8 ey 
had travelled from Litton on the :311t of 
December with her Son and Daughter to- 
wards! dbborſbury, that ſhe arrived there on 
New. Nur and ſtaĩd there till the th, 
and that her Sn and Daughter danced there 
in a large Company, with an aft Va- 
riety of other Citcumſtances; and it is re- 
markable that 3 in general, 
who were brou prove the Gypſey was 
not at Enftelu. 2 in be B Beginning of Fa- 
nuary, to the Number of 40, ſwore” poſi- 
tively not only to her, but to her 8on and 
Daughter Lucy; that they were almoſt to a 
Man People of irreproachable Characters; 
that every one of them» had not only ſeen, 
but converſed familiarly/ with her and her 
Family, and that many of them had known 
her for one, two, three, or more, and ſome 
for thirty Vears before that Time. Amongſt 
other Witneſſes from Abbbtſbury was Gibbon, 
who keeps the Ship Inn there; and it deſerves: 
Notice, that, upon the original Trial of tbe 
GSypſey, he, being aſked how he could fix 
the Time when ſhe Was at his Houſe, ſaid 
one Andreu Micb, or Wicks, came there the 
ſame Day as an Exriſeman in the Stead of the 
ordinary Exciſeman who was ill. Now at 
that 2 it was impoſſible that Gibbon could 
know, 


[9] 


know, or conceive, that Canning's Affair 


would undergo ſuch a ſtrict Review as has fince 
happened, and therefore he could not have 


_ thought of preparing Wick to corroborate, 
in any future Time, what he then ſaid; 


from whence the Concluſion. was very evi- 
dent, that, if Wick ſhould afterwards. corro- 
borate what Gibbon ſwore, it would amoun- 
almoſt to a Demonſtration, that they both 
ſpoke the Truth, This has happened. Wick 
has not only appeared, and proved that the 


Gypley, her Son, and Daughter, were really 


at Abbotſbury, with a great Variety of Cir- 
cumſtances, which could not have been con- 
certed nor proved, unleſs Truth had been their 
Baſis, but in Confirmation of what he ſaid, the 
Books were produced from the Exciſe-Office, 
which inconteſtably ſhew that he really was 
at Abbotſbury from the firſt to the — 
of January, exactly correſponding with 
Clark's Evidence given fifteen Months ago, 


without the Poſſibility of Concert or Con- 


nexion with him. 
From Abbott ſbury the Witneſſes traced the 


Gypſey and her Family through various 
Places where ol ſtopped, to Coome ; from 


thence to Dorcheſter, and from thence to 


Baſing ſtoke. 


Here a remarkable Incident We! 
-which well deſerves Notice. Lucy Squires, 
." 


when 


10 J 
when at Abbotſbury, had entered into a Love- 
Affair with one Clark, who was alſo a Wit- 
neſs upon the Trial. Unable to write her- 
ſelf, ſne got a Woman at this Town to write 
a Letter to Clark for her; the Letter fell 
into the Hands of another Perſon of the 
Name, and was returned to the Poſt-Office, 
By this Means it was procured, and produced 
in Court ; it alluded to ſome particular Cir- 

cumſtances before proved by other Witneſſes; 
and the Woman who wrote it alſo appeared, 
and gave Evidence of that Fact, and the 
Time it was written, Part of the Date of 
the Year was indeed accidentally torn off, 
but that Defect was ſupplied as well by the 
Evidence of the Woman who. wrote it, 
by the Poſt-Mark, and other Evidences 5 
certain to be denied, and which will be ex- 
plained fully in the printed Trial 
From Baſingſtoke, Squires's March to 
Brentford, and from thence, on the 23d of 
Fanuary, to the Seven Sifters, within about 
fix Miles of Enfield-Waſh, was moſt clearly 
roved. 
/ Having gone through this Part of the 
Evidence againſt Canning, the Reader ought 
to be informed, that the L of Times when 
the Gypſey was proved to be at ſo many dif- 
ferent Places by forty Witneſſes, all Gaclly 
correſponded with each other, inſomuch that 


where 


{ ur ] 

where one Witneſs ſet her down another 
takes her up; that theſe Witneſſes live re- 
mote from each other, and have no Con- 
nexions or Correſpondence together; and, 
laſtly, that, as they ſwear to three Perſons 
all very well known to them, and fix the 
Time by Tokens which cannot err, it is 
impoſſible that they can be miſtaken; and 
therefore, if they have ſworn falſely, they are 
every Soul of them guilty of the moſt horrid 
Perjury; a Poſition never to be granted, 
more eſpecially when we conſider, that many 
of them ſwear to their being in Company 
together when they ſaw the Gypſey, and 
therefore, if that had been falſe, they muſt 
have been liable to contradict each other on 
a Croſs-Examination, and thereby ſubject 
themſelves to Detection; the contrary of 
which happened, for every Witneſs, by the 
exact Concurrence of his Teſtimony, ſtrongly 
confirmed the Evidence of thoſe who had 
been examined before; ſome few ſeem- 
ing Variations indeed there were, too few, 
and too inconſiderable, to have at all im- 
hed the general Credit of the Evidence, 
ad they even been irreconcileable. But that 
was not the Caſe, for thoſe Variations aroſe 
only from Miſtake, or the Defect of aſking 
a few Queſtions, which would have ex- 

plained them. 


* "= 
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Io inſtance in one or two, and hardly 
more than one or two there were. 

Some of the Witneſſes ſwore, That they 
dined with the Gypfey upon a Couple of 
Fowls and Bacon: But one Witneſs ſwore 
he dined.with them, and there was but half 
a Fowl. The Fact was, he came in after 
the reſt had dined, and the Victuals were re- 

moved; upon his coming, half a Fowl, 
which they had left, was ſet before him, 
and was all the Proviſion he ſaw. I 

A Miller at Dorcheſter ſwore ke ſaw 
Mary Squires and her Son both wading 
through the Water there; but owned he 
did not ſee . them till they were got - a/moft 
through. Now George Squires (wore he 
carried his Mother through upon his Back: 


Had he been aſked if he carried her all the 


Way, he would have ſaid no; for in Truth 
| he carried her till he was tired with her 
Weight ; and then being got over the deep- 
eſt Part, he ſet her down to wade een 
the ſhallow Water. 

It was, in the next Place proved incon- 
teſtably, That before Alderman Chitty, Can- 
ning ſwore ſhe had been carried by two Men 
through Biſhopſgate-Street ; That ſhe had 
been confined in a Iittle, ſquare, dark, or 
darkiſh Room, with nothing in it but a 
Grate in a Chimney, a few old Pictures over 
the * an old Table, and an old 
broken 


TY 

broken Stool or two; That ſhe lay on the 
bare Boards, and that ſbe /eft ſome of the Wa- 
ter behind her in the Pitcher, and that ſhe 
got out of the Window upon a Shed, or 
Pent-houſe of Boards, down which ſhe Aid 
and jumped .from the Edge of it upon a 
Bank. It was alſo proved, That before 
Mr. Fielding (he . ſhe drank all ber 
Water three Days before ſhe eſcaped: And 
on the Trial of Squires ſhe ſwore ſte drank 
2 laf of it about half an Hour before ſhe got 

And though. before Alderman. Chitty 
ſhe ſwore to — being carried through Bi- 
ſhopſgate-Street, yet in Court ſhe ſwore ſhe 
fell into a Fit in ,Moorfields, and knew no- 
thing that happened from that Time till 
within a Quarter of an Hour of her reach- 
ing Mother Wells's, 
The Room ſhe deſcribed at firſt as a little 
ſquare one, was proved to be above thirty- - 
five Feet long, and only nine Feet eight 
Inches wide, it was ſhewn to be a Lean-to 
the Houſe, with ſeveral Beams or Girders 
running croſs it, and without any Ceiling, or 
other Covering than the Tiles; it had no 
Table or Stools in it; on the firſt of Fe. 
bruary, when Canning. went down to appre- 
hend Mather Wells, it had no Grate in the 
Chimney, nor even any Hearth, there; but 
the whole Chimney was full of old Cob- 
webs, ſo that no Grate could poſſibly have 


been 
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been there, though ſhe had ſwore ſhe took 
a Bed-gown out of one; it had no Pictures 
over the Chimney, nor could have had, for 
there were no Nail-holes, nor the Marks 
of any, but in the Place where they muſt have 
been, had they been there at all, there was 
an old Glaſs Caſement joined to the Wall by 
Cobwebs. The Room had a light Caſe- 
ment Window without any faſtening, large 
enough for a Perſon to get through with 
Eaſe; and which Canning being aſked why 
ſne did not get out of, ſaid ſhe believed was 
faſtened, though ſhe owned. ſhe had never 
tried. Tt had a Hole into the Kitchen for a 
Jack-Line to paſs through, and which was 
large enough to ſurvey the whole Kitchen, 
and obſerve every Thing that paſſed in it; and 
over the Hole there was an old Jack. Weight 
and Pullies; it had in it half a Load of Hay 
put there the Autumn before ; alſo two old 
Signs, a very“ large Neſt of Drawers joined 
to the Wall by Cobwebs ; three or four old 
_ Saddles, and many other Particulars; pot 
one of all which ſhe deſcribed, till carried 
into the Room; and there neither was, nor 
ever had been any Shed or Pent-houſe, nor 
any Thing elſe that could poſſibly be miſ- 
taken for one under either of the Windows. 
All the above Particulars were fully 
proved: As alſo, that when ſhe was carried 


doẽwon 


Six Feet high, ſee a Plan of the Room juſt publiſhed. 


[ 15] 
down ſhe was taken into the Kitchen, and ſet 
firſt on a Dreſſer, and then on a Chair in it, 
for near twenty Minutes in the whole; that 
both her Seats were in full View of the 
Work-ſhop, the Door ' of which was all the 
Time wide open, and yet ſhè never ſhewed 
the leaſt Sign of her knowing the Room ſhe 
had ſaid ſhe was confined in, nor even ſaid a 
ſingle Word; but on the contrary ſuffered 
herſelf to be taken out of the Kitchen, up 
the Houſe Stair-caſe, and into every Room 
in the Houſe to find it; that at laſt being 
carried into the Work- ſhop, ſhe turned to- 
wards the right Hand, where was the Fire- 
place, and looking that Way ſaid not a 
Word ; but on turning the other Way, and 
ſeeing che Hay, ſaid ſhe believed that was 
the Room. 
In order to explain the laſt Particular about 

her owning the Room on ſeeing Hay, it 
muſt be remarked, that ſeveral Perſons went 
down to Enfield Waſh on the firſt of February, 
above an Hour before Canning got there; 
and that ſome of them objecting to the 
Work-ſhop's being the Room in which Can- 
ning could have been confined on account of 
the Hay, and other Particulars, one Ster- 
rat (who makes a ſhining figure in the ſub- 
ſequent Parts of her Story) toſſed up with 
one Adamſon, who ſhould go back to inquire 
of Canning about this Room; the Lot fell to 
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Adamſon ; he accordingly went, and ſoon af- 
ter return'd, ſaying, Huzza! we are all 
** right yet, for ſhe ſays there is a little Hay 


ec in the Room.“ 


A Midwife was alſo produced, who prov'd 
that Canning's Mother ſhewed her the Shift - 
in which her Daughter came Home, and 
that it was not dirty enough to have been 
worn by a cleanly Perſon in her ordinary Bu- 
ſineſs above a Week. She alſo proved, that 


. there were no Stains upon it, except three 


little Spots of Excrement, and that, u 
her expreſſing Surprize at it, Canning s Mo- 
ther told her, her Daughter had not had her 
Courſes for three or four Months before the 
was carried away. The Mid wife alſo prov'd, 
that the Shift had no Dirt at all at the Bottom 
of it. 

N. B. This Shift was never afterwards 


produced either in Court, or to any Perſon 


whatſoever, neither” did Canning, or her 
Friends, ever produce, or give any Reaſon - 
for not producing, the Shoes, Stockings, or 
Petticoats ſhe had on when ſhe came Home, 
which, as it happened to be a very wet N ight, 
and moſt in the Midſt of Winter, muſt 
have been in a very dirty Condition, had her 
Story been true, and would therefore have 
been a very material Evidence in her Behalf. 
The Council for the Proſecution then 
proceeded to ſhew, that Canning never was 


i 


- 


1 
at Mother Welles Houſe in the Month of 


5 nuary; and, for that Purpoſe, they called 
veral Witneſſes, who gave Evidence to the 


following Effect. 

Firſt, Fortune Natus and Judith his Wife 
proved that they lay in the Room in which 
Canning pretended ſhe had been confined, 
— the Monday Fortnight after the Lord- 
Mayor's Day 1752, till the firſt of February 
1753, when Sguires and Wells were taken 
u N 
Ns Perſon was examined who bought 
the Irons out of a Sign-Poſt belonging to 
Wells, and fetched the Poſt from under Na- 
turs Bed in the Workſhop; on the 18th of 
January, in order to draw the Irons out of 
it. This Evidence was confirmed as to Time 
by a Perſon who joined in a Note of Hand 
with him on the 8th of that Month, which 

was to be paid in ten or twelve Days, and he 
was going to Wormleigh to borrow Money to 
diſcharge the Note when he called for the 
Sign-Poſt, which he delivered to his Son to 
carry Home. The Son was alſo examined, 
and confirmed his Father's Evidence, as did 
alſo Judith Natus, who happened to be in 
Bed at the Time. | 

Suſannab Wells's two Daughters alſo prov'd 


that they had a been in the Room 
in ae f 
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A poor labouring Man proved, he uſed 
to ga to Wells's four or five Nights in a 
Week in that Month to ſpend the Evenings 
with Natus and his Wife, and frequently faw 
them go into, and come out of the Room, 
though he never was in it himſelf. | 

A Journeyman Carpenter proved, that he 


left his Tools in the Lumber-Room on the 


19th of January, and fetehed them out 
ain the 2oth. 


Three Perſons expired; that they were lop- 
ping a Tree behind Mrs. Wells's Houſe the 
3th of January, and ſaw Sarah Howit and 
Virtue Hall look out at the little Window of 
the Workſhop, and that they had a pretty 
long Converſation with them, In this they 
were confirmed by Sarab Houit, who 
is one of Wells's Daughters. The Time 
ſworn to by the three laſt Witneſſes was fully 
confirmed by a Publican of Character, who 
lives near Mrs. Wells, and who alſo proved, 


that the Hay was put into the Mockſhap in 


the preceding Autumn. 

A Woman, who keeps a Chandler's Shop | 
directly oppoſite to Mrs. Wells's, proved, that 
ſhenever ſaw the Gypſey there, or any where 
elſe, till the 24th of January, which ſhe muſt 
have done if they had lodged there any con- 
fiderable Time, "She alſo proved, that, from 
the 24th to their being taken up, they con- 
ſtantly bought Bread "and Small-Beer, and 
other Things, at her Houſe. After 
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After this, the Defendant's Council pro- 
ceeded to examine ſeveral Witneſſes in her 
Defence. 

And firſt they produced her . old Maſter 
to prove her going from his Houſe on News- 
YNears-Day, and not coming back again, his 
Enquiries after her, and her being abſent till 
the 29th of January. He gave the Girl an 
exceeding good Character, which had the 
greater Weight, as he himſelf bears a very 
fair one, and is generally eſteemed. He 
ſnewed himſelf indeed to be a Man of ready 
Faith, as he owned he gave entire Credit to 
the Girl's Story at firſt, and had never once 
doubted the Truth of it ſince, merely becauſe 
he believed ſhe would not tell a Lye, with - 
out any other Reaſon whatſoever, having ne- 
ver, even to this Day, taken the Pains to 
examine her about it, or ſo much as to aſk 
her a ſingle Queſtion. | 

One Thing deſerves Notice, which i is, that, | 
on his Croſs-Examination, he owned (tho 
ſeemingly with great Unwillingneſs) that, 
before Canning came Home, he heard (but 
could not ſay from whom) that her 
Mother had been to a Conjurer to enquire 
about her Daughter, and was told ſhe was in 
the Care of an old Woman, and would ſoon 
come Home ſafe. 

Canning's Uncle and Aunt proved, that 
ſhe drank Tea, and fupped with them on 

D 2 


News- 
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New-Year*s-Day ; that they went with her 
down Hound/ditch about Nine o'Clock, and 
left her within a few Yards of Biſhopſgate ; ; 
that they were waked by the Mother's Ap- 
prentice abotit Twelve o'Clock at Night, 
who was ſent to enquire after her ; that the 
Mother came herſelf upon the ſame Errand 
the next Morning ; that they all made 
Enquiry, but could hear nothing of her till 
the 29th of January at Night. The Aunt 
alſo proved, that Canning was extremely ill, 
faint, and waſted when ſhe came Home, 
and that ſhe continued ſo for a long Time. 

Canning's Mother ſwore, that, when her 
Daughter went away, ſhe took half a Guinea, 
three Shillings, and a Farthing out of her 
Pocket, and ſhewed them to her, and that 
learning, after her Daughter was loſt, that 
ſhe had changed a Shilling and ſpent Three- 
pence of it, ſhe computed that ſhe had twelve 
Shillings and Nine-pence remaining in her 
Pocket, and advertiſed accordingly. She own'd 
that, at the Inſtant her Daughter came in, ſhe 
was upon. her Knees praying that ſhe might 
ſee her Daughter, or her Apparition, and 
that ſhe had bid the Apprentice do the ſame. 
But ſhe ſaid (and was confirmed in it by the 
Apprentice) that that was not the firſt Time, 
ſhe having frequently done the ſame Thing 
before. She ſaid ſhe ſent Bills to the Mora- 
VIans, tn ſeveral Preſbyterians, and 


Miniſters 
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Miniſters of the eſtabliſhed Church, to pray 
for her. Daughter's Return. . She owned go- 
ing to the Conjurer, and believed he might 
ſay ſomething about the Girl's being with an 
old Woman, and that ſne would ſoon return. 
She expreſly ſwore, when her Daughter 
came in, ſhe had no Cap upon her Head, 
nor any Thing but an old white Handker- 
chief and a ragged red one tied over it; 
whereupon it was proved, that, upon. the 
Trial of Squires, ſhe had ſworn her Daugh- 
ter, when ſhe came Home, had a Cap, a Bed- 
gown, Cc. on. She alſo proved, that her 
Daughter learnt at School to read and write, 
and, being ſhewn ſome Notices, ſigned Elix. 
Canning, which had been lately ſent to the 
Sollicitor for the Proſecution, ſaid, ſhe be- 
| lieved the Name was her Daughter's Hand; 
Canning's Information before Mr, Fielding 
was now produced, dated in February was 
Twelvemonth, and ſigned by the Girl with 
her Mark, E. 2 only. 

The Mother's Apprentice confirmed the 
former Evidence, and ſaid, on Canning's 
coming Home, her Mother fell into a Fit, 
which had alſo been ſworn by the Mother. 
He alſo ſwore, that immediately on com- 
ing Home, the Girl declared ſhe had been 
at Mother Wells's, and that before any 
Company came into the Houſe.' He alſo 
n that her Arms and Face looked very 


black, 
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black, and being called upon to explain how 
black, ſaid, As black as your Hat.“ 

Mr. RN S was alſo uced, 
and, as his Evidence was curious, the Reader 
will peruſe ſome Account of it with Attention, 
He was the firſt Man who went into Mrs. 
Canning's Houſe after her Daughter came 
Home, but he went purely out of Curioſity 


on hearing ſhe was returned; for he had na- 


ver ſeen her, or her Mother, in all his Life 
before, though he owned he lived next Door 
to the Mother for ſome Years, When he 


went in, he found there two or three Wo- 
men, he aſked her ſome Queſtions, but ſhe 


would not give any Anſwer till Mr. W:intle- 
bury, an Alehouſe-keeper, with whom Can- 
ning was formerly a Servant, came in; but 
upon his Arrival, S aſked her, wherehave 
you been ? © Somewhere upon the Hertford- 


fire Road, for I ſaw the Hertford Coachman 


paſs by.” How far off was you ? About 
nine or ten Miles.” Then Mr. Sim 
mediately ſaid, I'll lay you a Gainea to a 


| Farthing ſhe has been at Mother Wells's ; the 


replied, ſhe believed ſhe had, for ſhe heard 
the Name of Wills or Wells mentioned ; 
aſking what Sort of a Woman ſhe was, the 
anſwered, that a tall black ſwarthy old Wo- 
man cut off her Stays ; upon which S 
faid, that can't be Mother Wells, for ſhe don't 
anſwer that „ He ſwears that ſhe 
then 
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then ſaid, ſhe had been confined in a long 
dark Room, and that there was ſome Hay in 
it. It will appear by the Trial, that he was alfo 
preſent at Canning's Examination before Al- 
derman Chitty, and that though he had be- 
fore declared the Woman, whom Canning de- 
ſcribed; could not be Mother Wells, yet he 
was a Witneſs to the granting a Warrant 
againſt her for cutting off the Girl's Stays, and 
went himſelf with the other Perſons to exe- 
cate it: That, when Canning was carried into 
Wells's Kitchen the firſt Time he was not 
with her, but that when ſhe was taken into 
it the ſecond Time (after ſhe had been car- 
ried into every other Room in the Houſe) 
the Door leading to the Workſhop: being 
then ſhut, ſhe immediately pointed to 
the Door, and ſaid, that is the Door of the 
Room I was carried into. He alſo relates a 
great Number of extraordinary Circum- 
ſtances, more than are neceſſary to enume- 
rate here; but, being croſs-examined, he 
firſt ſays, he knew Mother Wells's by paſſing 
by it : He then owns he might have been 
in it once or twice—What, not three Times ? 
| Perhaps he might—What, not four Times? 
He could not tell—What, not five Times? 
He could not remember—Could he ſay, up- 
on . his Oath, he had not been there ten 
Times? He believed he could ſwear he had 
not Had he been there eight Times? Really 


} it 
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it was a great while ago, and he could not 
remember how often he had been there; and 
at laſt he wovld not'take upon him to ay he 
had not been ten Times in the Houſe, but 
declared he had never been in any Rooms but 
the Parlour and Kitchen, Being aſked how 
he came to be ſo certain at once that Canning 
had been at Wellis, (aid, it was becauſe he 
knew it was a notorious bad Houſe. Upon 
being aſked, how he came to aſk the Girl 
ſuch a String of leading Queſtions as are be- 
fore mentioned? he ſaid it was to find out if 
ſhe had been at Wellis. Being 'aſked if he 
thonght that was a proper Method of find- 
ing it out, he ſaid he did; and, on being 
aſked ſeveral other Queſtions upon the ſame 
Subject, he owned, that, in every one of his 
Queſtions, he mentioned ſome Particulars 
which he knew correſponded with the Situa- 
tion of Yells's Houſe ; that Canning's Anſwer 
to every Queſtion' was conftantly © Yes; that 
ſhe did not lay No to any one Queſtion” he 
aſked her; that he did not aſſe her one general 
Queſtion, but all leading ones; and that he 
never thought of aſking her whether ſhe had 
not obſerved Things in the Neighbourhood of 
Mother Wellss, which he knew were not 
to be found there, in order to diſcover whe- 
ther ſhe would not have ſaid yes to them too. 
He was aſked whether he did not ſweat 
| Wy the Trial of Mary Squires, that the Ac- 
| count 
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count Canning then gave was the ſame with 
that ſhe had before given to the ſitting 
Alderman. This Queſtion he was very loth 
to anſwer, but at laſt he admitted he had. 
He was then aſked if thoſe two Accounts 
were the ſame. Then again he boggl'd, 
but at laſt ſaid he believed they corroborated ; 
and being called upon to explain himſelf, he 
{ill talked of their corroborating ; nor could 
any other Anſwer be got from him. He was 
> aſked what Canning had ſworn before 
the ſitting Alderman, but he had forgot; 
he could not keep ſuch Things in his Head 
ſo long.“ But, Sir, then how came you to 
keep what paſſed between Canning and you in 
your Head ſo long? I don'tknow;” if you 
had forgot what ſhe ſaid before the Alderman, 
how came you to ſwear it was the ſame with 
what ſhe ſaid in Court? © I believe it corro- 
borated.” Was it not directly contrary to 
what ſhe ſwore in Court? I] can't tell; it is 
a great while ago. Did ſhe not ſwear be- 
fore the Alderman ſhe lay on the bate 
Boards ? I don't know.“ Did ſhe not fwear 
ſhe left ſome Water in the Pitcher behind 
her? *«1I can't tell.“ Did ſhe not ſwear ſhe 
had four, five, or ſix. Cruſts of Bread to 
live upon? I don't remember. Did ſhe not 
deſcribe Pictures over the Chimney ? I have 
forgot,” Did ſhe not deſcribe an old Table and 
an old Stool or two? © don't know. Did ſhe 
deſcribe the Neſt of Drawer, the Hay, the 

Sad- 
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Saddles, or in ſhort any one Particular that was 
in the Room ? << Ves; ſhe mentioned the Bed 
gown and the broken Pitcher.” AnyThingelſe? 
*<T don't recollect.“ Did the not ſwear ſhe got 
ont of the Window upon a Shed or Pentl 
houſe of Boards; that ſhe flid down to the 
Edpe of it, and jumped from' thence upon a 
Bank? Really I don't remember.” Is there 
any Shed or Pent-houſe under any of the 
Windows of the Work-ſhop ? © I believe 
not.” But to have done with Mr. S. 

Next came his good Friend A -n, Who 
ſwore he went with the reſt to/ells's, and was 
one of the firſt Perſons who went into the 
Workſhop; that he found the Hay lay looſe, as 
if it had been lately toſſed up; that he Gund 
the Window at the End boarded” quite croſs, 
and that ſo cloſe, that there did not appear 
to be any Cracks through which the Hert- 
ford Coachman could be ſeen; but ſaid, as 
the Boards did not reach quite to the Top of 
the Window, it was poſſible to look over 
them by climbing up: He faid, he and Can- 
ning's Uncle pulled down the Boards before 
Canning came in; that he obſerved be- 
fore he pulled them down, that they ſeemed 
to have been very lately nailed up, for where 
the Nails were drove, the Wood ſeemed to 
be freſh ſplit; he ſaid when Canning came 
down, he conducted her into the Houſe, 
and that "upon her ſeeing the great Stairs 
Trading into the Pate which front the 


* Street- 


[27 ] 

Street- door, and take up the whole Space 
between the Parlour and Kitchen- walls, ſhe 

the Moment ſhe ſet her Foot in the Houſe, 
and before ſhe ſaw the Kitchen, or any other 
Room, ſaid, ſhe believed ſhe was carried up 
thoſe Stairs. He. acknowledged that when 
ſhe was ſet in the-Kitchen, the Work-ſhop 
Door was wide open, and yet that Canning 
ſhewed no Sign of knowing it: But he ſaid 
he believed Virtue Hall ſtood between her 
and the Door at that Time. He ſaid when 
Canning had pitched upon the Work- hop as 
the Place of her Confinement, he ſet him- 
ſelf between her and the little Window, 
and aſked her what might be ſeen. from 
thence? and that ſhe anſwered, Trees, an 
Hill at a Diſtance, and ſome Houſes to- 
wards the left Hand ; and he believes at that 
Time ſhe could not ſee out of that Window ; 
but he owned he ſtood about a Yard and a 
half from the Window, and that ſhe had been 
Give or fix Minutes in the Room, and might 
have looked out of the Window, before he 
thought of making the Experiment: He 
admitted, the great Stair-caſe, and the 
Steps into the Work-ſhop were ſo very un- 
like, that he was greatly ſtruck with Can- 
ning's miſtaking the one for the other, and 
thought it ſo ſurpriſing, that he told ber to 
be very careful What ſhe ſaid, for, ſays he, 

vou ſee, Child, you are duſtaken in the 
Stair-caſe, 
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Some other Witneſſes were called to 
prove Canning's being fo long abſent, her 
Return, her Illneſs, her going down to En- 
field Waſh, and what happened there; but 
no Part of their Evidence was very material, 
except that of the Apothecary and Phyſician 
who attended her. The firſt of whom 
proved, that the was very low, faint and 
emaciated 4 that ſhe complained of her 
Bowels ; that he adminiſtred Gliſters to her, 
becauſe nothing paſſed through her; that 
thoſe Gliſters had little or no Effect till the 
5th: of February, when ſhe had a Stool. 
The Phyſician alſo proved, that when he 
viſited her ſhe appeared very ill, and it 
ſeemed to him that her Illneſs was occaſion- 
ed by long faſting, Cold and Hardſhips 
but he did not ſee any Thing WN 
black in her Face and Hands; and both he 
and the Apothecary owned, that it was very 
poſlible all the Symptoms they obſerved in 
Canning might ariſe" from a Fever, or many 
other Cauſes. The Phyſician faid when he 
ſaw her ſhe had an Inflammation like St. 
Anthony's Fire upon one Ear, and all one 
Side of her Face, which he apprehended 
aroſe from ſome Hurt, inflamed by her bad 
Habit of Body. 

The, Defendant's Council then called a 
Man, to prove he ſaw her carried through 
the Turnpike t n by two 

Men; 
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Men; but his Evidence was quite wide of 
their Mark; for in the firſt Place he could 
not fix the Day of the Month by a 

Means: Nay, it — highly probable 
from ſome Circumſtances, that it was not 
on the firſt of January; in the next Place 
the Hour of the Night did not 'correſpe 
with Canning's Story, for the was re 
between nine and ten in Moorfields'; now 
he ſaw the Woman carried by the Turn — 
between ten and eleven; and theſe 

Places being about four Miles and a Half 2 a- 
ſunder, it is impothble that Canning ſhould 
be' care ſo far in the Time. ga He did 


not ſee the Woman's — 4thly, The 


Woman he ſaw cry d and ſobbed very much, 


and walked along upright upon her Legs, 


and very faſt ; but Canning was in a Fit alt 


the Time, and Nobody ever ſaw a Perſon in 


a Fit ſet one Foot before another. tb. 
The Woman he ſaw had a light- coloured 


Gown and an Apron on, whereas Canting's 


Gown 'was Purple, but being ſtripp'd of 


that and her Apron in Moor fields, 1 


mained in her Stays and a black Petticoat. 
6thly, The Men he ſaw had no Great Coats 


On. 


After this, three Witneſſes were - Mond 
to prove that ſhe. was ſeen returning to Lan- 


don on the 29th of January, dreſſed in the 


Manner ſhe” bad ſworn. 


The 
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The firſt of theſe Witneſſes ſwore he was 
coming towards London, a little on this Side 
Mrs. Vellts, and about two hundred Yards 
below the Tanner's Houſe, at a. Gate, he 
met a young Woman dreſſed in a ſhort Kind 
of old Thing over her Shoulders; that ſhe 
had no Stays on, and folded her Arms be- 
fore her; and he believes it was Canning, 
but cannot ſwear to her; that it was about 
four in the Evening; that ſhe aſked the Way 
to London, and told him ſhe had been 
frightned by the Tanner's Dog; that he 
bade her turn on the left Hand and then on 
the right. N. B. This Evidence gave his 
Teſtimony in ſo confuſed and uncertain a 
Manner, that it was very difficult to under- 
ſtand him clearly, and therefore thete may 
very probably be ſome Miſtakes made in re- 
lating what be ſaid. This only is certain, 
that the Woman he ſaw (if he ſaw one at 
all) could not be Canning; for ſhe ſwears 
ſhe went down the Lane, and over the 
Fields, at the Back of Mrs, We!ls's Houſe ; 
and Ra ſwears ſhe told him of the 
Foot of the Bridge by the Tanner's. She 
alſo ſwears that the Foot- path led her by the 
Road-ſide, and that ſhe came ſtraight to 
London, without any Mention of being 
frightned by the Tanner's Dog: But the 

Place where this Witneſs pretended to have 
pre her, 1 is two or three hundred Yards fur- 


ther 
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ther from London than the Bridge where ſhe 
muſt. have firſt come into the Londen Road. 

The next Witneſs lives at. Enfield. Waſh, 
* ſaw a poor miſerable Object, dreſſed 
pretty nearly as the other Witneſs had de- 
ſcribed, and who looked as if ſhe was'4oelly 
famiſhed, paſs by his Door. He aſked her 
if ſhe wanted an Huſband, to which -ſhe 
made no Anſwer : - But his young Lady had 
a very white Hand, was very pale, had not 
much Colour in her Cheeks, but looked 
whitiſh : Then he ſaid ſhe looked very 
white. Now Mrs. Canning's Apprentice had 
unfortunately proved, that Elizabeth MF | 
was as black as an Hat. 

The third Witneſs to this Point is a Man- 
— who lived near Edmonton Church, 
ſhe ſet out about three o Clock of the 29 th 
of January, to go about a ſhort Mile — 
wards London, which Space ſhe uſed com- 
monly to walk in about a Quarter of an 
Hour. The Perſon ſhe went to not being 
at home, | ſhe returned back immediately, 
and in her Return met a poor wretched Girl 
at a Stile in one of the Duckfelds, about a 
Quarter of a Mile from her o-] n Houſe, She 
deſcribed the Girl's Dreſs very minutely, 
and was aſtoniſhingly particular as to the 
Bed-gown, which ſhe ſaid appeared to be an 
old Linen with faded red Flowers; That it 
mn to have been quilted; that it was 


3 much 
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much worn, and the Wool came through it 
in many Places: She was aſked if Eliga- 
beth Canning, who. ſtood at the Bar, was 
the ſame young Woman; to which ſhe an- 
ſwered, ſhe. verily believed ſhe was, for that 
the thought ſhe knew her again by tbe Trp 
of her Noſe, She alſo ſwore ſhe had never 
ſeen her from that Day to the Time of her 
beipg examined in Court. Being aſked what 
Appearance the Girl made, ſhe faid ſhe 
looked very dirty and naſty, but faid no- 
thing of any Blackneſs in her Face or 
As ſhe had ſworn, firſt, that ſhe met the 
Woman about Duſk, and afterwards. that 
ſhe ſet out from home at three, and onl 

went a Quarter of an Hour's Walk towards 
London, 'and Part of that Way back again, 
without ſtopping before ſhe met her; (which 
two Accounts were not only contradictory 
to each other; but both of them incom- 
patible with Canning's Tale, who did not 
get out of Mrs. Wells's till after four o- 
Clock, and Felk's is near four Miles from 
the Place this Woman ſpeaks of, which 
Place Canning could not poſſibly have reach- 
ed much before fix o' Clock, as ſhe ſwears 
ſhe was ſix Hours in going eleven Miles; 
and the three laſt Witneſſes alſo ſwore the 


Woman they ſaw walked very flow) ; this 


Witneſs was particularly examined as to the 
Time of the Night; and throughout her 
| Ex- 
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Examination perſiſted in ſaying ſhe ſet out 
at Three, and that ſhe ſtay'd no where be- 
fore the went Home; but ſaid, as ſhe was a 
Woman in publick Buſineſs, ſhe might very 
likely meet Acquaintance on the Road, who 
might ſtop and talk with her; ſhe could 
not indeed ſay ſhe had met with any, bpt 
probably ſhe had ; ſhe was aſked how long 
the might be topped by People talking to her 
in that Manner; ſhe ſaid, perhaps, a Quarter 
of an Hour in the whole. And this was all the 


Account ſhe could give of the Time ſhe had 


ſpent from Three of the Clock till ſhe met 
the young Woman, which, according to her 
own Story, muſt have been at leaſt a Quar- 
ter of an Hour before Four o'Clock, and yet 
ſhe afterwards took upon her to ſwear it was 
about Five o'Clock when ſhe met the Wo- 
man, for that when ſhe went out ſhe left 
Word at Home that ſhe ſhould be back in 


two Hours, and when ſhe came Home ſhe 


found ſhe had exceeded her Time by a 
Quarter of an Hour; in which are obſervable 
two glaring Abſurdities ; firſt, as ſhe 
thereby contradicted all che had ſaid before 
with Regard to Time; and, ſecondly, be- 
cauſe the 29th of January, 1753, happening 
to be a cloudy Evening, and there being 
no Moon at Five of the Clock (which 
yet was an Hour before Canning could poſſi- 
bly be there) i: muſt have been fo dark, 
that, inſtead of minutely deſcribing her Bed- 
gown 
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gown and the Tip of her Noſe, ſhe could 

hardly have ſeen her clearly enough to diſtin- 
guiſh even whether ſhe was an human Crea- 
ture or not. 854 * 
The next Evidence offered by the De- 
fendant's Council was the Teſtimony of about 
twenty Perſons; to prove that all the Wit- 
neſſes examined on the Behalf of the Proſe- 
| cution to ſhew that the Gypſey was at 
Abbotſbury at the Time Canning pretended 
to have been robbed by her, were perjured, 
and that Mory Squires the Gypſey (notwith- 
ſtanding the Oaths of 40 Perſons to the con- 
trary, all of them of fair Characters, and 
who could not be miſtaken either as to Time, 
or as to the Woman) was really at, and in 
the Neighbourhood of Enfield-Waſb, from 
the Beginning of December to the firſt of Fe- 
bruary when ſhe was taken up. | 

As the Witneſſes to this Point were ſo very 
numerous, let it ſuffice, that the moſt ma- 
terial Circumſtances in- their Evidence ſhall 
be touched upon; that the Nature of their 
Teſtimony in general ſhall be explained ; 
that nothing of Weight, ſworn in Favour of 
the Girl, ſhall be wilfully ſuppreſſed or miſ- 
repreſented, nor any thing, which makes 
againſt her, falſely related, or exaggerated. 

Mr, S—, of Waltham- Abbey, ſwore, that, 
on the 14th of December 1752, he ſaw 
Mary Squires and one of her Daughters 
coming out of Mrs, Wellt's Houſe ; he went 


up 
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up to the Door, and ſpoke to the Old Wo- 
man, and ſwears poſitively to her, The 
Daughter indeed he cannot ſwear to, becauſe 
{he ſtood with her Back partly towards him, 
But he has ſeen the old Woman a Year or 
two before upon Enfield Chaſe with her Fa- 
mily. T uſed then to wear Blankets, 

Gypſey-faſhion, and had two or three Aﬀes 
with them. | 

A Farmer, ' near Enfield:Chaſe, ſiedes: 
that, in the Month of December, the Gyp- 
ſey lay in his Cow-houſe two Nights and three 
Days; that ſhe then had with her two Sons 
and two Daughters; he was poſitive to the 
old Woman, but though the Son and 
the two Daughters of the Gypſey were all, 
ſhewn to him in Court, he did not pretend 
to ſwear to any of them. He alſo ſwore 
that he had ſeen the un, ſeveral TURE 
before for many Years. 

[This Chap ſwore, that he was mie 
on the Trial of Mary Squires when ſhe was 
convicted at the Old-Bazley, arid that he then 
gave Evidence in that Court of her being the 
ſame Woman who lay in his Cow-houſe; 
but, upon looking into that Trial, it ap- 
peared that he was not examined at all in 
Court, nor had he ever given Evidence be- 
fore the Grand Jury upon that Occaſion, 
and yet he ſtuck to it ſtiffly for a good 
while, but at laſt thought fit to forget what 
Time of the Vear he was examined, and 
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even whether the Old- Bailey, in which 
he then ſtood, was the ſame Place where he 
was examined before or not. | 

Another Witneſs, whoſe Houſe adjoins to 
the Farmer 'sCow-houſe, alſo ſwears to the old 
Gypſey, and that ſhe lay there at the Time 
the Farmer had ſworn to, but neither does he 
ſwear to any of her Children, and, what is 
ſtill more extraordinary, he not only ſwears 
to her having her own Sons and Daughters 
with her, but aſſo two little Children with 
her, and being aſked as to their Ages, ſaid, 
ſome of them (that is, of the two) might 
be about four or five Years old, and ſome of 
them about {ix or ſeven, | 

Another of Canning's Evidence ſwears to 
the following moſt extraordinary Circum- 
ſtance, viz. the Gypſey had loſt a little 
brown or black Horſe (for the Colour of him 
is not well ſettled) and defired the. Witneſs 
to let her know if he happened to ſee him, 
and at the fame Time told him that her 
Horſe's Eegs were tied together, and that he 
had a Clog on which was marked with the 
Words Mary Squires, which ſhe told. him 
was her Name. 

The laſt Witneſs's Wife alſo Grate i to hs 
ing the Gypſey at the ſame Time, and that 
ſhe aſked her after her Horſe. This Wit- 
neſs alſo ſaw her Son upon the Chace whiſtling 
for the Horſe, - but neither can ſhe ſwear 


to the Faces of the Son, or either of the 
Davghters, Mr. 
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Mr. ——, at Enfield-Wafh, and who de- 
ſervedly bears a very fair Character, ſwore he 
ſaw the Gypſey paſs by him on the fifth of 
January as he was filling a Wheel-barrow 
of Gravel before his own Door ; he had alſo 
ſeen her ſeveral other Times, but cannot fix 
on any other Day, except that one, and that 
Day he is very poſitive to, becauſe, being old 
Chri/tmas- Day, he had given his Servant a 
Holiday to go to London on his own Affairs; 
but then he own'd he had never ſpoke to 
the old Woman in all his. Life, and that, 
when ſhe paſſed by him that Day, ſhe did 
not come within ſeveral Yards of hs, ſo that 
he might eaſily miſtake the Side-Face of an 
old Woman, who conſtantly goes with three 
Parts of it covered up on Account of the 
King's-Evil, and even as to Time he may 
err, In the firſt Place, he was not called 
upon to recollect the Time till ſome Months 
afterwards, and though there is not the leaſt 
Reaſon in the World to doubt, but that he 
gave his Servant a Holiday on old Chriſtmas 
Day, and that when his Servant was abſent, 
he did fill Gravel into a Wheelbarrow, and 
ſaw ſome old Gypſey whilſt he was ſo doing, 
yet it is by no Means clear, that his Servant 
was never abſent during the whole Month 
of January except that Day, nor that he never 
filled Gravel in the Abſence of his Servant 
but once; and even if he had never done 
ſo but once, that once might happen during 


2 any 
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any other Abſence of his Servant, it might be 
the 25th inſtead of the 5th, and Mr. —, 
without any Impeachment upon his Credit, 
might be very pardonable in miſtaking whe- 
ther it was done during one Abſence of his 
Servant or another, 

One Witneſs was called for two Purpoſes, 
the firſtwas to prove his picking up a Piece of 
Lead with Blood upon it under the Window 
Canning ſaid ſhe eſcaped out of ; and the other 
was to prove his ſeeing the Gypſey on the 
gth of January. The finding the Lead he 
{wore to, and that he carried it directly 
Home to his Mother as a Curioſity ; but that 
he never ſhewed this Lead to any of the 
People who went down to take up the 
Gypſey, though he found it at the ſame 
Time that they were there, nor did he ever 
fay a Word of it to any Body. The Lead 
was not produced in Court, for the Mother 
being called to confirm her Son's Evidence 
as to this Matter, ſaid, he did not give it to 
her till ſome Days after the firſt of February 
(though he ſwore he carried it to her di- 
realy) and ſaid ſhe had wrapt it in a Piece of 
Paper, and laid it in a Drawer; but on 
looking for it lately, ſhe found the Paper, 
but the Lead was gone. 

The Son alſo ſwore to ſeeing the Gypſey 
the th of January, and aſcertained the Time 
by the Space between it and Cbriſimas-Day, 
but being aſkedwhen Chriſtmas-Day was ? he 
could not tell, nor even whether it was before 

| | or 
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or after New-Year's-Day ; he ſaid he lived 
at , but could not tell what 
County it was in, nor who was Landlord of 
it ; nay, he had ſworn, that having been out 
at, Service, of ſome Kind or other (for there 
was no- learning of what Kind) he came 
Home to his Father's in Autumn before the 
Gypley was taken up, and yet he could not 
tell where he had lived till that Time. In 


ſhort, he betrayed ſuch. groſs and ſtupid Ig- 


norance on the one Hand, and ſuch a Rea- 
dineſs -to afſert on the other, as almoſt ex- 
ceeds Belief ; but let it be remarked here 
once for all, that he was not the only Per- 
ſon amongſt Canning's Witneſſes who made 
Uſe of Chriflmas-Day to fix the Time of 
ſeeing the Gypſey, and yet could not tell 
when Cbriſtmas-Day was, nor even whether 
it was not on Good-Friday or Holy-Thurſday.; 
nay, one Perſon ſwore it was; the 25th of 
February, and another that it was in Jane or 
uly, 
7 Woman ſwore to ſeeing the Gypſey 
on a certain Day in January, and on being 
_ how ſhe could be particular as to the 
, ſaid, becauſe the Monday was a Month 
—_ ſhe had killed a Pig. 
One Woman ſwore to ſeeing the Gypſey 


at a particular Time, which ſhe was-vallly. 


ſure of, becauſe ſhe knew the Day of the 
Week, and had looked in her Almanack, to 
ſee what Day of the Month that was; but 
having an Almanack ſhewyn to her, and a Day 

of 
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of the Month of December pointed out, 
and ſhe being deſired to tell what Day of the 
Week that Day happened upon, after puz- 
zling a long Time, ſhe confeſſed ſhe did not 
know, but endeavoured to excuſe herſelf 
by ſaying, that that Almanack was not the 
ſame with hers, which was a Sheet Alma- 
nack, tho' unluckily it was in reality no more 
than a Sheet Almanack cut into Leaves, 
and bound: Nay, her own Council hoping 
to ſet her right, pointed to the Month of 
September, and aſked which was the firſt 
Sunday in that Month; this made her 
puzzle again for a good while, and at laſt 
ſhe pitched upon the ſeventh Day of the 
Month, which happened to be Tueſday ; 
and when the whole Court fell a laughing at 
her Ignorance, ſhe moſt cunningly cried out, 
« Why, is not Sunday the ſeventh Day? 

A Servant Maid ſwore to ſeeing the 
Gypſey on the 20th or 21ſt, becauſe ſhe 
was making minc'd Pyes that Day, to be 
ready againſt her young Maſter's Birth-Day, 
which was the 29th; and alſo ſwore to her 
Daughter Mary's coming to her Maſter, Mr. 
's Well, to fetch Water, and that 
ſhe came with a large black Pitcher. 

This Girl's Miſtreſs ſaw the Gypley at 
Mrs. Wells's Houſe with her Daughter, as ſhe 
the Witneſs was ſtanding at her own Door, 
which is not above fifty or ſixty Yards off; 
bat Mrs. chances to be ſſiort- ſight- 
| ed, 
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ed, ſo could not ſwear to the Gypſey, but 
did to one of the Daughters who came to 
fetch Water at her Well: However, the 
Time ſhe ſwore to, was not above one or two 
Days before that, on which it is admitted 
on all Hands, chat the Gypſey was Oy at 
Enfield Waſh. 

A Boy, Servant to a Farmer juſt by Mrs. 
Wells's, proved his ſeeing the Gipley about 
the Middle of Fanuary ; but on his croſs 
Examination ſaid, that he uſed to water his 
Maſter's Horſes every Morning and Evening 
in January, at the Pond, which is directly 
under the very Window, out of which Can- 
ning pretended to have ſeen the Hertford 
Coach ; that the Weather was cold, and the 
Pond froze over during that Month ; and he 
was forced to break the Ice on one Side, in 
order to water his Horſes; and that he uſed 
to ſlide, and ſaw ſeveral Boys ſliding upon 
the other Side of the Pond almoſt every Day, 
for ſeveral Days together. 

A Woman was examined, and ſwore, 
that ſhe ſaw the Gypſey on the 18th of Ja- 

nuary; and was certain as to the Time, be- 
cauſe it was two Days after ſhe carried ſome 
Work home to Mr. Smitham, which was on 


the 16th; being aſked how ſhe knew it was 


the 16th when ſhe carried her Work home, 
ſhe ſaid ſhe was poſitive it was, becauſe he ſer 
it down in his Book: She owned indeed ſhe 
could not read, but till ſhe adhered to the 
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Day; whereupon, Mr. Smitham and his 
Daughter were examined, and the Book in 
queſtion produced; from whence it manifeſt- 
ly appeared, that the oldWoman did not car- 
ry her Work home till the 23d, and conſe- 
quently did not ſee the Gypſey till the 25th. 

Several of the Witneſſes were alſo pro- 
duced, who referred themſelves to Notes, 
and other written Evidences, to fix the 
Time of their ſeeing the Gypſey. But it 
was thought very extraordinary, that not one 
Note or Paper was n in Confirma- 
tion of what they ſaid. It is alſo worthy of 
Obſervation, that very few of the Defen- 
dant's Witneſſes pretended to have ever 
ſpoken to the Gypſey, and that no two of 
them were in Company together at any of 
the Times they ſaw her, though one would 
be apt to imagine, that ſhe muſt, in the lon 
Series of ſeven or eight Weeks, have been ſeen 
by many Perſons at a Time, the rather as 
ſome of the Witneſſes ſay, they ſaw her in 
Ale-Houſes, and other Places of general Re- 
ſort, and as from the many different Days 
on which they ſwear to her, it is moſt. ma- 
nifeſt, that ſhe was (if really at Enfield 
Waſh) paſſing and repaſſing publick and 
viſible every Day almoſt for a Month. 

The Defendants alſo examined ſome Wit- 
neſſes to prove, that Meſſeurs Naſh and Ald- 
ridge, two of the Perſons who went in the 


Coach to Enfield Waſh on the firſt of Febru- 


ary, 
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ary, and who, on Sight of the Room, gave 
up the Girl's Cauſe immediately, as they 
ſwore upon the Trial, were not really con- 
vinced of her being an Impoſtor (whatever 
they might ſay) by what they then ſaw, for 
that Naſh afterwards wrote a Letter to Mr. 
Lyon in her Behalf, and gave Money to the 


Subſcription ſet on Foot for her; and that 


Aldridge ſollicited Subſcriptions, and diſtri- 
buted Papers in her Behalf, Whether theſe 
Facts are true or falſe, is of very ſmall Mo- 
ment, as the Truth or Falſhood of the 
Girl's Story depends upon its own Baſis, and 
the poſitive Evidence given in Court, and 
not by any Means upon what Aldridge or 
Naſh thought of it. This only therefore 
need be ſaid, that as to Naſh, the Money 
he gave, and which is alluded to in the Let- 
ter ſent to Lyon, was only about Half a Crown, 
which was then in Mr. Lyon's Hands, being 
the Ballance in Naſh's Favour of a com- 
mon Purſe, which he, Lyon, Hague and 
Aldridge, had put together in the Morning 
of their Expedition, to pay the Expences of 
the Day; and as Lyon had long been Naſh's 
Friend and Cuſtomer, he might reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, that if he called for that Money out 
of his Hands, it might widen the Breach al- 
ready made between them by their Differ- 
ence in Opinion, and might hope by giving 
it up for the Advantage of the Girl, to re- 
gain Mr. Lyon's Good-will, However, it is 
G 2 re- 
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remarkable, that even in that Letter there 
is not the leaſt Hint, that he believed Can- 
ning's Story, or that he gave the Money te 
aſſiſt in the Proſecution then carrying on. 
As to Aldridge, he was deſired by an Ac- 
quaintance in Aldermanbury, to carry down 
one of Canning's printed Caſes to Mr. How-. 
ard, who was alſo an Acquaintance of his, 
and lives at Erfield Waſh, who on receiving 
it, defired him to bring him another, which 
he did the next Time he went that Way, 
What paſſed between him and Howard on 
thoſe Occaſions, is far from being clear, 
Howard ſays, he exprefſed his Belief of the 
Girl's Story, and recommended it to him to 
raiſe Subſcriptions for her. This Aldridge 
denies, and truly the Probability ſeems to be 
on his Side, for it is not at all likely that 
Mr. Lyon ſhould quarrel with him on the 
firſt of February, in the Coach, as they 
were coming home, and that to ſuch a De- 
gree, upon the Girl's Account, as never to 
ſpeak to him, Hague, or Aldridge fince, un- 
leſs. he had been fully convinced by their 
Declarations, That they were all. perfectly 
ſatisfied of the Girl's Impoſture. 

The Defendants afterwards endeavoured 
to prove, that Mrs. Wells confeſſed the hav- 


ing confined Elizabeth Canning in her 


Houſe, and for that Purpoſe called two Wit- 
neſſes. 925 3 
One of them ſays, that on ſeeing Mrs. 
Wellis 


n 


Wells Name in the News- papers, he hav- 
ing formerly been acquainted with her, went 
to ſee her in Clerkenwell Bridewell, ſoon after 
ſhe was taken up, and carried a Friend with 
him; he ſaid upon ſeeing her, he told her 
he had read her Name in the News-papers, 
and aſked her hqw ſhe could be ſo barbarous 
to keep the Girl there for a Fortnight. To 
which Wells anſwered, ſhe was there twenty- 
eight Days. This. Witneſs ſays he aſked her 
no further Queſtions about the Affair, nor 
any Explanation of what ſhe had ſaid. 
The other Witneſs was the Perſon who 
went with him, and gave a kind of general 
Confirmation 'of what his Friend had before 
ſworn, only he happened to deny that there 
was a Word faid about News-papers, which 
the other had poſitively aſſerted. And after all, 
the Evidence of theſe two People amounted 
to nothing at all ; for the whole Truth of the 
Buſineſs is no more than that one of them miſ- 
taking the Time the Girl was ſaid in the News- 
paper to be confined, and calling it a Fortnight, 
Mrs. Wells ſet him right, and told him it was 
twenty-eight Days ; that is, the News-paper 
ſaid ſhe was confined twenty-eight Days; not 
that ſhe ever intended to ſay any ſuch Thing for 
Truth, or to confeſs or deny one Word of 
the Matter. 

Another Perſon was alſo called : He went 
to ſee Mary Squires in Clerkenwell, Bride- 
| well, and upon talking the Matter over with 
her, ſhe ſaid, As God is my Saviour, I am 


1461 

as innocent of cutting off the Girl's Stays, as 
the Child unborn;” "This Witneſs alſo —_— 
that Sguires ſaid ſhe had been at Mother Wells's 
about a Fortnight and three Days, and be- 
lieved the Girl was there. This Witneſs 
afterwards ſwore, that Squires acknowledg- 
ed abſolutely, that the Girl was there. Then 
that ſhe ſaid, That ſhe was there to be 
ſure.” Then, Sure enough, I believe the 
Girl was there.” But he was not quite right, 
yet it ſeems, and ſo rubbed out what he had 
ſworn before, and inſtead of it, ſaid the Gyp- 
fey told him, She was politive, and almoſt 
ſure of it.” And the Jeſt of it is, that it was 
not a long Converſation, nor ſeveral different 
Declarations of the Gypſey, but only one poor 
mouthful of Words, which this honeſt Man 
tortured at ſuch a barbarous Rate. Another 
Thing deſerves Attention, which is, that this 
-Man never told any body that theGypſey had ſaid 
any ſuch Thing, till within this three Months, 
and after all, what did the whole amount to ? 
Why, the Gypſey declared ſhe was innocent; 
and hearing the general Outcry againſt Mother 
Wells, had an Opinion bad enough of her to 
believe ſhe was guilty, and either Sguires or 
the Witneſs (but if one' may gueſs by the 
Sample, he is molt likely to blunder) miſtook 
as to the Length of Time ſhe had been at Wells's, 
though if . Squires really {aid a Fortnight and 
three Days, ſhe - moſt probably computed 
backwards from the Time the Man was talking 


to her, and not from the firſt of February, when 
ſhe was taken up. The 
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The Defendant alſo called two Witneſſes to 
prove, that about a Fortnight before Canning 
was tried, Fudith Neatus being aſked how ſhe 
and her Huſband could be fo wicked as to ſwear 
againſt the Girl, when they muſt know that 
ſhe was at Mrs. Wells's, confeſſed that | ſhe 
was there, and accordingly one of them 
ſwore, that, upon that Occafion, Judith Na- 
tus ſaid, Indeed I can't but ſay ſhe was there ;” 
but the other Witneſs ſaid the Words were, 
Indeed I can't ſay ſhe was not there,” ſo 
that they vary materially in the Words, one 
leaving out the Word (but), and clapping in 
(not); the other other putting in (but), and 
leaving out (not), Now what if after all the 
Words ſhe really ſpoke were, Indeed I can't 
ſay ſhe was there—there is nothing very impro- 
bable in the Suppoſition, But if this Solution 
of the Difficulty does not fatisfy the Reader, 
let him take another, and the true one, for the 
above 1s only given to ſhew how little Streſs is to 
be laid upon Witneſſes in general, who come 
ſo well inclined to ſerve a Cauſe, as to aim 
at it by picking up Tags and Ends of Conver- 
ſations, and then vary from one another in the 
Relation of what they have heard. The Truth 
of the Matter is, that Judith Natus did really 
ſay, that Elizabeth Canning was at Mother 
Wells's Houſe, and if the ingenious Witneſſes 
had had Wit enough to aſk her when, ſhe 
would certainly have told them, * On the firſt 
of February when ſhe was carried down, Ju- 
dith Natus found they were trying to pump her, 

and 
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and therefore, artfully enough in her Way, 
gave them an equivocal Anſwer to an imperti- 
nent Queſtion, and thereby drew the poor Souls 
in to make themſelves a little ridiculous by 
their Teſtimony, 
A Witneſs was called to ona what 
Whiffin had depoſed, as to his fetching the Sign 
Irons out of the Workſhop on the 18th of Ja- 
nuary, and he accordingly ſwore, that he car- 
ried a Sign Home to Mhiſfin's on the 19th, and 
then adviſed him to buy the Irons of Mrs. 
Wells, and that eight or ten Days afterwards 
22 told him he had not got them yet, but 
that he would go and buy them. But, as to 
this Man's Teſtimony, nothing more need be 
ſaid, than that he produced a Memorandum- 
| Book, wherein was an Entry of the carrying 
Home theSign on the 8th of January. But then 
he confeſſed that he kept his Books by the old 
Stile, and conſequently that eighth Day was 
the 19th; and being aſked how he came to 
date by the old Stile? Why, he ſaid, he was no 
great Scholar, and ſo truly he reckoned the 
Stile by his Clock. 

Two Witneſſes were called to impeach For- 
tune Natus's Character, and if one of them 
drove the Nail, really the other clenched it, 
for he {wore that he believed Natus to be ſo ſad 
a Dog, and ſo naturally inclined to Lying and 
Perjury, that he would readily forſwear himſelf 
in a Court of Juſtice for a Shilling; nay, fur- 
ther, that if he did not get a Shilling for ſwear- 


ing falſely, he believed he would PFYJure himſelf 
in Hopes of one. 5 Alter 


191 

After ſuch a Character as this of: poor Nu. 
tus, (a Character, by the bye, Whieh the 
wickedeſt of all the Beings in the 1 the 
Devil himſelf excepted, can ſeafcely m 

the Reader will be, doubtleſs, very much fur- 
priz'd to hear that the Couneil for the Proſe- 


eution ſhould attempt to wipe off fo foul "an 
Imputation ; but ſo it is. 8 


They called the Maſter of the . Sy at 
Waltham-Crofs, who depoſed, that he took 
Natus into his Service about fifteen Months ago 
at Six-pence per Day; that he had employed 
him ever ſince, and Hked his Behaviour fo well 
that he raiſed his Wages-from Six-pence- 
Day to Seven Shillings per Week; he faid, he 
believed him to be as honeſt and induſtrious a 
Fellow as lives in the whole World, and that 
he did not believe he would do an in Thing on 
any Occafion ; that, in the whole Time he lived 
with him he never caught him in a Lye, nor 
ever knew him to neglect any Buſine he was 
ordered to do; be further ſaid, he had eight 
Servants, and only wiſhed he had one amon 
them equal to Natns. He added, that he would 
have taken him into his Houſe with all his 
Heart long ago but for Judith his Wife, who 
is given to Liquor, and, in thoſe Circumſtances, 
apt to behave ill, and be troubleſome. 
Several other Witneſſes attended to 
Natur s good Character, but it was judge un- 
neceſſary to call them. 

The Council for the Proſecution alſo called 
ſix of ſeven Witneſſes in Support of Whiffin's - 

| H Character; 


L 
Character; after two of them had been exa- 
mined, the Defendant's Oouneil admitted that 
be bore a good one, and thereby ſaved the 
Court the Trouble of hearing any more. | 
The Council, after this, made a Reply which 
laſted about. three Hours and an ha „and the 
Recorder then ſummed up Part of the Evi. 
dence; but being tired out with the extreme 
Length of it, Mr. Baron Legge took his Notes, 
and went quite through with them. The Jury, 
in about two Hours, brought in, that the De- 
fendant was guilty of Perjury, but not wilful 
and cortupt; but being told by the Court that 
that was no Verdict, they went out again, and 
in about half an Hour returned, (as we have 
all heard) brought her in guiliy, and recom- 
mended her to Mercy. j 
It is now full Time to ak fach Obſereas 
tions upon the Teſtimony offered to the Court 
on both Sides, as may ſerve to clear up an Af. 
fair, hitherto thought extremely perplexed and 
dark, merely for want of having the Facts on 
both Sides fairly laid before the Public. ada 
explained, and perfectly underſtood, TY 
In order to do this, the Reader „ 4 : 
reflect, that Canning was indicted for falſely 
ſwearing, knowipgly, willfully, and corruptly 
upon the Trial of Mary Squzres, _** That the 
e as robbed in Moorfields by two Men; 
e knocked down by them there, and after- 
* -wards carried down to Endfield-Waſh tothe 
« Houfe of Mrs. Wells; that ſhe was there 
« oe. of her | Stays by the Gypſey, and 
0. E ** Puſhed 


"7.863 


«- puſhed* up into a Room in that Houſe; Whore 
«©-ſhe was confined for twenty-e: Days with- 


« out ſeeing one Creature, and without having | 


any Thing ta eat or dtinkg except 4 ſmull 
Quantity of Bread and Matet, and that she 
4 made her. Eſcape by pulliog down ſbrmd 


Boards hailed on the Inſide of a Wiadew, and 


“ jumping out of itabout eight ort ten Feet: N 


that there weite alſo many other Aſſignments of = 


Perjury in the Iadictment. The Falſity of many 
of which, are in their o.π]ỹn Nature —— e of 
Proof; ſuch for Inſtance; as her ſwearing that 
ſhe was robbed by. tro Men in Moorfields,thit 
ſhe” was knocked down, that the fell in à Fit, 
which laſted for ſeveral Hours, that ſhe came 
to herſelf in an open Road where there was 


Water, and many others; the Falſehood of 


which (if falſe) being totally bid within her 


own Breaſt, can never be nee een 
Perſon. 


What then was ne 


ment to convict her r 
It could by no Means be Bevellary to deore, 


chat every Word ſhe ſwore upon — Trial -was 


falſe: But it was abſolutely incumbent upon the 
Proſecutor. to ſhew, that ſome Patt of what ſhe 
then ſwore, not only was falſe,” but that at the 
Time ſhe ſwore; ſhe well knew: i it was ſo, and 
willfully ſwore it. The Word C on is 
in all Indictments fot Perjury; but no 


other Proof of that Corruption is, or in the Na- 


ture of Things can be expected, than that the 
Perſon ſwearing, knew at the Time he _— 
| H i | that 


cſſry under this Indie 
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char what ba lad of Part. of what he faid-on 
Oath, was falſe. The Law implies all the teſt; 
for it is not given to Man to pry into the hi: 
man Heart ; and therefore we xan only judge 
of the Intention hy the Act; And drehn if dis 
Perfon indicts another of any Crime, whereof he 
is not Guiky, 40d upon chat Indictment wilt: 
fully for-ſwears hirnſelf in ſuch a Manner, as 
that if his Oath gains Credit, che Perſon atxaſet 
muſt be convicted nnd ſuffer the Penalties: of 
the law. No Man living can. doubt, but thin 
the” Accuſer ſwere .corruptly, that is; with 
widked Intent; for the Laws bf «bs Kingdom 
are not nonſenſical enough, by the Word Cor- 
rupt, to mean that the Perſon ſwearing was 
hired or bribed by any body elſe to perjure him. 
ſelf ; ſince 00 there is equal Oorruption, 
equal Guilt, in perjuring one ſelf from the Dio. 
tates of one's Own: Heart, or from che Ribes or 
Infſtigations of another. 41 
- Thyrefore it che Caſe befote us, it is totally 
immaterial, whether Canning, at the Time the 
ſwore at the Old-Baih, had any particular per- 
ſonal Malice againſt Mary Squires, or not; the 
ſingle Queſtion is, whether. ſhe. did or did not 
know -at that Time, that what he faid wat 
falſe; if ſhe knew it was, ſhe moſt certainly in- 
tended that Mary Squires ſhould be convicted 
and hanged unjuſtly ; and it was of very little 
Conſequence to the poor old Woman, whether 
 ſheſſhovid be brought to the Gallows by a falſe 
Oath; fwornvut of Animoſity againit her, or by 
dne talen to ſave a Reputation, to cheat the 
Publick 


Pablick; by Sobſcri 
End. Tb is bet: 
for- ſwore herſelf, . — — 2g * Malice 
againſt the Gyptey, that Ciroomftance- is ſo far 
from being an Extenuation of her Guit, that 
it will 3 the ſevereſt Judgment aꝑainſt o , 
who by ſwearing away the Liſe of an innocent 
Woman without Provocation and without Re- 
ſentment, has moſt clearly ſhewn, that ſhe is 
capable of committing "a Murder wich the 
Sword of Juſtice; and makes no Soruple to 

ſuorifioe amy of her fellow Oreatures,” whenever 
ſhe may think it convenient to ſkreen r | 
Conduct, or to anfwer-heriown bad f 
Let us now to examine how far 
the Evidence g given againſt her, tends to thew 
her having ſworn em 8 and how far it tends 
2 ſhew, ſhe knew at che ws Mohr een 
that ſhe was guilty of Perjury.- L 

And firſt, it was moſt mmanifeſthy- 

that the Gypſey was not guiky of robbing her; 
for ſuch a regular conſiſtent Chaim of Evidence, 
perhaps was never before piven in a Court of 
Juſtice, toſhew, thatiSqwres was at Abbotſbury, 
at the very Time Canning ptetended ſne was rob- 
bed byher at Enqfelu- I af. The vaſt Number 
of Witneſſes, and their moral Characters, not 
to add, their Situation in che World, the Po- 
verty of the Gyp ſey and the Rank and Charac- 
ter of the Magftrate who has eſpouſed that 
Cauſe, which he believed a juſt one, without 
any other Motives than Juſtice and 
or tz Hopes of = other Rewurd, then 
Calumny, 


1 | 
calumny, Abuſe, and Inſults, remove cha Poſ⸗ 
- Gbility: of a Suſpicion, 8 thoſe es were 
ſaborned... PEEL N Wann: 

The Remotenefs. of. * Habitations,. * 
their Ignorance. of each other, make it equally 
impoſſible, that they ſhould. bave concerted 4 
falſe Evidence to — Woman, whoſe Poverty 
ſet it out of her Fower, to make them any Re- 
turns. | . PEI 280205 mire 

The amazing 1 of their Enidence, 
was beyond the Art of Man to have concerted, 
and if not true, could never have their 
perſonal Acquaintance with the Gypſey (ſome 
of them for many Years). many of them from 
her having lodged in their Houſes; and all of 
them from having converſed with her, put it out 
of Doubt, that they do not miſtake the Per- 
ſon, eſpecially when we conſider, that they do 
not "ſwear to the old Woman alone, hut to two 
other Perſons (her Son and Daughter Lacy) al- 
ſo, both of whom travelled with her at that 
Time ; and both of whom the Witneſſes knew, | 
as perfectly as they do Sguires herſelf. 

The Days on which the Gypſey was ſeen 
amongſt them, they cannot be miſtaken in; for 
they are proved to a Demonſtration, by the 
Books of the Exciſe-Office, and many other 
Evidences, which could not be forged or alter- 
ed, and which cannot be aa miſcon- 
ſtrued. 

Thus 3 Oath; That he was robbed 
by Mary Squires, moſt palpably was falſe ; but 
Gap * that ſhe ſhould be convicted on the 

alle 
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fulleſt Evidence of the Gypſey's Innocence 
dhe may be miſtaken, ad the other Parts of 

her Story are true, ſhe” ought not to de puniſh- 
ed for miſtaking. It is ſtrange indeed that ſhe 
ſhould fix upon ſo very remarkable a Woman 
as Mary Squires inſtead of any other Perſon in 
the World, as, in all Probability, the wliole World 
cannot produce her Likeneſs; but then Canning 
was juſt recovered from a Pit of ſix Hours, was 
greatly fatigued, never ſaw the Gypſey but that 
once, and in the Night, and only for a few 
Minutes, and that at a Time too when” ſhe ex- 


2 —＋· to be murdered by her 
m 


ight not, in ſuch dreadful Circumſtances, 
take very particular Notice of the old Woman's 


Face; and yet if the did not, why ſhould ſne 


ſwear ſo poſitively to her afterwards?” that cer- 
tainly could not be right; however, whilſt there 
remains a Poſſibility of ber Innocence, the 

ſhould not be condemned. | 
But the next Head of Wisent too clearly 
proves the Guilt as well as Falſehood of the De- 
fendant's Oath, The Reader will fee I mean 


that Part of the Caſe which reſts upon her Ig- 


notance of the Room till the firſt of February, 
when ſhe went down to ſee it; her deſcribing it 
in a Manner ſo widely different from the Truth, 


that, on Examination, it appears to reſemble - 


the Account the gave of it in ſcarce any one 
Particular, except that it really had a Top, 


Sides, and Bottom; her contradicting herſelf 


upon Oath in many Patticulars which ſhe could 
not be nen in; her ſwearing to many 
| Things 


1 
Things a+ being in the Room, which neither 
were nor could baue been there; and her not 
ſwearing to Things which really were there; and 
which ſhe-conld not have forgot aaa 
ſeen them: For Inſtance, blur 
1 maifidke-a: Roce ahbave eidiry * 
five 1 not ten Fett wide for a tl 

re 
e 
—— — when in 
Fact there is no ſuch Penthouſe, eſpecially as 
upon the Trial ſhe cantradicted what ſhe had 
„ e e e the jumped os 


dear. 
by Miſtake, . — 


She could not e 
was Grate in the Chimney, becauſe ſhe: fays 
ſhe took the Bed-gawn- out of it, and Jet-ivis 
mall GIN Thatenor was no ſuch Git. 

he could not ſwaar, by Miſtake, that there 
were a few FiQures aber che imer, an yet 
there nevet were any. + v1 1:8 

She could not ſwear, by Miſtake, 4 
was ndthing elſe in the Root except an old Ta- 
ble and an old Stool ot two, when had fh&been 
there ſhe muſt have ſeen the Hay, a large Neſt 
of Drawers, and. the other 8 before 
cdnnieratecL” £1 

She could not hee: Nam as the: did before 
the Alderman, that ſhe was carried 
Biſeupſgats- Itreut, if what ſhe ſwore in Court 
was true, that ſhe. fell into a Fit in Moor fields, 
Enn _—_— _ 


9 
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She could not ſwear at one Time, that ſhe 
left ſome of the Water behind her; at another; 
that ſhe drank it all up three Days before ſhe 
eſcaped, and at a third, that ſhe drank the laſt 
Part of it about Half an Hour before ſhe got 

out, by Miftake ;., for it is impoſſible the won 
2 whether | ſhe was. thee: Days vichoot 
Water or not. 

If in theſe 8 and many more Che 
Game Kind, Canning could, not be miſtaken: ; 
ſhe muſt be wilfully and corruptly 
of Perjury ; and that the Facts alledged againſt 
her in this Reſpe& were ſtrictly true, bes k been 
proved by Perſons of unqueſtionable Veracity, 
and in no Reſpect denied or athacn Ned 5p by, de- 
nied, or even to be explained away. 

' The laſt moſt fatal and uncontradicted Head 
of Evidence, is, that of the ſeveral Perſons who 
were in, or law other Perſons in the very Room, 
and at the very Time that Canning pretended 
ſhe, was confined there. The Reader need not be 
reminded of their Evidence; if he has attended 
at all, he cannot have over-looked ſo ſtriking a 

Part of the Caſe : Let it only be obſerved, that 
ſeveral of thoſe Witneſſes bear very fair Charac- 
ters; that the Teſtimony of every one of them 
was not only circumſtantial, clear, and con- 
ſiſtent with itſelf, but alſo, that the Evidence of 
them all, was confirmed by the mutual Har- 
mony, and exact Oocreſpondenes of their ſeves, 
ral Teſtimonies. - 

Let it be added, that if what the Witneſſes 
to this laſt Fact have proved be true (and 
they are moſt'of them under no Tem to 

for-ſwear themſelves, neither has what they 
Jul. 1 n 


ö 
fwdre been denied, or any Evidence whatſoever 
bee produced in anfwer to it) Canning tuſt 
remain withobt Defence, without Excùſe, and 
Without any one Circumſtance to palliate her 
eien 30 519 * 
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he 'Gypſey, ſhe might 

og (tho' that is hardly poſſible) miſtake 

er 


She might miſtake t 
Daughter too, for ſhe ſwore to both the 


Mother and Daughter. Let us admit (if any 
Body ſhould be weak enough to aſſ for ſuch a 


"Concefion) that ſhe right even miſtake the 
Hertfordſhire Road, the Front of Mrs. Wells's 
Houſe; and even her Kitchen for ſome other 
Gypſey, ſome other Daughter, ſome other 
Road, Houſe, and Kitchen. But ſhe could 
not miſtake a Room ſhe had been in for twenty- 
eight Days together, with all the Lumber it 


contained (ſuch an one as the Work-ſhop in 


queſtion, eſpecially a Place ſo remarkable, that 


one more eaſy to be remembted was never 


built nor ſeen by Man) for any other Room in 
the Univerſe.Nay, could ſhe poſſibly miſtake 


the Window ſhe faid ſhe got out off, the Pond 


under that Window, which ſhe ſaid ſhe re- 


membred; the Lane ſhe ſaid ſhe went down, 


the Fields ſhe pretended to have croſſed, the 
Fioct-Bridge by the Tanner's Houſe — for ſome 
other Window, ſome other Pond, ſome other 
Lane, Fields, and Bridge? — She could not; 
Reaſon crys? out, impoſſible! — And he who 
can believe it may receive the Fairy Tales for 
GBpel. Nor für ſhort in Faith from ſuch' a 
Man, is he he can believe, that all the laſt- 
mentioned Witneſſes ſwore falſely, and that 
Canning was confined a Month in a Room, 
316%: : | that 
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that had one at leaſt, if not two unfaſtened 
Windows in it; and the Plaiſtet · Walls of which 
are in ſuch a Condition, that ſhe might have 
made twenty Holes in it, each large enough to get 


out at, in a Couple of Hours with her Fingers. 


Thus therefore ſtood the Caſe upon cloſing 
the Evidence for the Crown; there had been 
indiſputable Proof given of what Canning ſwore 
upon the Trial of Mary Sguires. -A vaſt Num- 
ber of Witneſſes proved, that Mary Squires was 
not Guilty. There was inconteſtable Evidence 
given of Canning's Ignorance, as to the Room; 
and alſo of the Inconſiſtences and Contradictions 
of her -own Account and Informations: And 
Laſtly, very full and poſitive Evidence was 
given to prove, that ſhe was not confined! in 
Wells's Work- ſhop at all. There was indeed 
no direct Evidence to ſhew, that ſhe was not 


robbed at Mrs. Wellis; but then the Evidence 


to prove ſhe was not confined there, ſufficient- 
ly ſhews that too. For the Story of the 
Robbery and Confinement, are ſo cloſely con- 
nected by Canning, that one cannot be true, or 
falſe without the other; inſomuch, that if Can- 
ning was robbed at Mrs. Wells's, ſhe certainly 
was confined in the Work -Shop there; and if 
ſhe was not confined, it is equally certain, that 
ſhe was not robbed. So that upon the whole 
of the Evidence for the Crown, there was a 
direct Charge of | Perjury moſt clearly made out 
and proved againſt the Girl in ſuch a Manner, 
that no Jury could acquit het conſiſtently with 
their Oaths, unleſs ſhe ſhould be able in her 
Defence to ſhew the Falfhood of the Evidence, 
and invalidate the * brought againſt * 
15 | "ft h | 


| 1 has been ſaid indeed; that no Proof what - 


ever could be ſufficient to convict her, unleſs it 


ſhould be clearly ſhewn where ſhe really was 


during the Month ſhe ſays ſhe was conſined at 
Mother Melis: Now, though nothing fo very 
weak can ever have any Weight in a Court of 
Juſtide, yet as the Want of proving that Cir- 
cumſtance was even there inſiſted upon as a 
Matter much in Favour of her; and in order to 
diſabuſe thoſe who may have been im- 
ſed upon without Doors by ſuch fallacious 
Reaſoning, the following Anſwer to that- Ob- 
jection is offered to the Reader's Conſideration. 
The Charge in the Indictment is for ſwear- 
ing that ſhe. was confined in Wellis Houſe, 
when in Fact ſhe was not; and therefore if 
Proof was given that ſhe was not confined: there, 
the Charge was made good, and her Perjury 
plainly proved. Befides, if Canning's Sry 
is falſe (as is inſiſted upon on the Behalf of 
the Proſecution) it muſt have been a concerted 
Scheme, contrived by Canning and ſome other 
People, whoſe Names no Perſon who has at- 
tentively read Evidence, and the o- 
ther Circumſtances of the Caſe as proved, will 
think it difficult to gueſs at, That Scheme ſo 
concerted, muſt-have been begun to be carried 
into Execution before Neu- Trar's-Day, and 


the firſt Part of it was the Abſence and Con- 


cealment. of the Girl. The Conſpirators, no 


doubt, took Care that none ſhould ſee her but 


themſelves ; which was no difficult Matter to 
effect; for which Reaſon it muſt be impoſſible 


for any Perſons but. themſelves to ſhew her 
Hiding-Place z and till * or ſomebody con- 


cerned 


| 
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cerned with her ſhall tell, it will remain a Se- 
cret; and therefore as to the Objection of thoſe 


People who fay, If ſhe was not at Enfield: 
Waſh, where was ſhe? She muſt have been 
ſome where, and therefore you might have ea- 


fily found her out in all this Time!“ Let 
this ſtand for a compleat Anſwer; She "was 
hid, and hid by Confederates, who only know 


where ſhe was; they won't tell, and Nobi 


elſe can. If they. object, that no ſuch Con- 
federacy has — proved, tell them ſome of 


Cartning's own Evidence! have pointed ſtrongly 
towards one: But if there were no Appear- 
ances upon the Trial of any ſuch Confpiracy, 
yet no one, it is preſumed,” will deny that ſuchi 


a Thing is poſſible; and if ſo, it was alſo poſ- 


ſible for Confederates to conceal Canning, and 


afterwards keep it a Secret. Now it would be 


abſurd to call for that, as a neceſſary Proof, in 
order to Canning's Conviction, which ſhe her- 


ſelf, who is the Perſon accuſed, had it in her 
Power, and (if guilty) no doubt would, and 


did prevent the Poffibility of producing. 


Jo illuſtrate this Matter a little 8 


Suppoſe Jack Hocus ' ſhould ſwear Will. True- 


nan bad robbed him, end ſtripped him ' ſtark 


naked at 7. emple-Bar, at Noon-day, on the firſt 
of April laſt, and that he afterwards carried him 


through the Streets of London, and chained 
him to the Pump in St. Pauls Church- yard, 


and that he kept him there a Month together, 
and only brought him a Cruſt every Morning to 


live upon, and that in all that Time no Soul 
but Trueman came near him, or ſaw him 


| Suppoſe upon this, Hocus ſhould be indifted for 


ſwearing, 


E —_w_ — 2 —— — — 
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ſwearing falſely, and upon his Trial all the 
Shopkeepers oppoſite to the Pump, and half the 
Citizens 4 London ſhould fwear that they very 
frequently looked at the Pump during that 
Time, and neither Jack Hacus nor any Body 
elſe was chained there, would not all Man- 
kind ſay Fack was guilty of Perjury without 
further Ceremony ?—Or would there, think 
you, be a Man in England found weak enough 
to ſay, Notwithſtanding all this poſitive 
Proof, and the | palpable Abſurdity bf Fack's 

Tale, he moſt certainly was at the Pump in 
St. Pans Church-yard, or ſomewbere es 3 
and therefore unleſs you prove where elſe he 
was during that Month, I am reſolutely deter- 
min d tn believe he was chained at the * 7 


— uid Rides 2 Mutato Nemine 1. 
 Fabula Narratur. I ö 


Thus 20 Charge. of Peg bake Ste i 
| ſuch @ Manner as rendered a Defence abſalutely 

neceſſary, let us next confider what Proofs 
were requiſite upon that Defence to ſhew ſuch 
a Cettainty, or at leaſt a Probability of her In- 
nocence, as might induce an impartial Jary to 
acquit her. 

And firſt, the ſtrongeſt Evidence of her Ab- 
ſence, and Return the 2gth of January was 
bj hly requiſite, 

9 The Condition ſhe was in when 
ſhe came Home, was alſo neceſſary ; and, in 
order thereto, the Shoes, Stockings, Petticoats 
and Shift, ſhould have been produced by all 
Means upon the Trial of Sguires at leaſt ; and 
not — them looked ſuſpicious. 


1631 
Thirdiy, She ſhould have proved, that ſhe 
was not ignorant of the Room, as had been 
ſworn againſt her. She ſhould alſo have 
either that the Evidence given of her Selt- con- 
tradiction was falſe, or that thoſe Contradic- i 
tions were only ſo in Appearance, and not in 


Reality, and that they were eafily reconcileable 
to Truth, and to each other. 

Fourthly, That ſome Proof of ws 
Gown to Enfield-Waſ and Return was alſo ne- 
ceflary, was ſo apparent to her Friends them- 


ſelves, that they attetnpted' it, but miſerably 
failed i in that Attempt. . 


Fifthly, Above all T hings, it was abſolutely 
and indiſpenſibly neceflary to prove, by very 
ſtrong Evidence, either that ſhe really was con- 
fined in Mrs. Wells's Houſe, or ſeen when = 
was carried into the Houſe, or as ſhe was 
ting out of it (both which had been often — 
raiſed) or at leaſt the Falſchood of the ſeveral 
Perſons who ſwore that they bad been in the 
Room, ſhould have been clearly ſhewn. 

Sixthly, It was extremely proper though 
not equally neceſſary with the other Points in- 
ſiſted upon) to ſhew, if poſſible, that the Gypſey 
really was at Enfield Waſh at the Time the Girl 
faid ſhe was robbed; and thereby to contradict 
the Evidence from Abbotſbury and other Places, 
who had ſworn that ſhe was elſewhere; or, 
Laſtly, Inſtead of all the above-mentioned 
Points, a clear and indiſputable Proof of the 
abſolute Confeſſion of the ſeyeral Parties ac- 


eaſed by Camiing, that they were guilty, and 


her Story was true, would ve been A very 


ſufficient Defence, 


ch to - 8 24 33 Let 
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ho 
now ſee ſhe really 44 prove, or 
„ . 
In the fitſt Place, het Abſence from, Home, 
or at leaſt» her Inviſibility for a Month, Was 
proved hy ſeyeral Witneſſes K „n 

Her ſudden Appearance again on the 29th 
of January.at Night was alſo proved beyond All 
Doubt; her Condition when ſhe came Home, 
and ber Illneſs afterwards, were likewiſe ſworn 
to, though with ſome odd Variations, which 
the Reader will probably recollect, but which 
are not of Conſequence enough to deſerve any 
Recapitulation. One Thing only ſhould be 
remembered, which is, that it was not proved 
by any Means that: vB Allneſs was s the Qonſe- 
quence long ap 

An. Attempt was — * made to prove; that 
the Account ſhe. gave of the Room -and her 
Confinement 3 in it, correſponded; with the real 
Appearances of Things when the C 
went to Mrs. Wellis on the firſt of February 
How that Attempt ſucceeded, the Reader an- 
pot have forgot. 

The Lameneſs of the Exidracs. to ber being 
ſeen on the Road has been mentioned already. 

Sbe brought ſeveral Witneſſes to contradict 
L's, Part of the Evidence for: the. Proſecution, 
which, has been e W ag W 


may not be mit to obſerve, - i 6: 
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„That the Farmer upon the Chace and two 
of his Neighbours have be froved, that the Gyp⸗ 
ey they ſaw had her Family with "het, and 
even young Children, ſo city as the rath of 
December; and on the 23d of that Month 
another Witneſs ſaw Ker? with one of her 
Daughters coming out of . Mrs. Wellr's Houſe, 
on indeed neither _t Farmet nor his 
Neighbours, nor yet the laſt Witneſs, have ta- 
ken upon them to ſwear to Mary Squires's Son 
dt Daughters ; but, from what. they have 
worn, two Thing: are manifeſt ; the firſt, 
that if Mary Squires.really was at En Waſh, 
her Son and Daughters were there alfo 0 the 
ſecond, that they lodged at Mrs. Walls sfocarly 
as the 23d of ecember, and from therice till 
the firſt. "of February. | Now how «mes it to 
paſs that not a ſingle Witneſs pretended to ſwear 
to the Faces of George, Mary, or. Lucy Squires, 
except one or two, who owned they had never 

ſeen any of them till within a Day or two of 
the very Time at which, it is, on all Hands, 

admitted they came chere! And how comes 
it, that though Mary Squires was ſo frequently 
viſible up and down the Neighbourhood, not a 
Creature (except the Gentleman laſt mention'd) 
ever ſaw her cher in, or going into, 6r com- 
ing out of Mother Hel!s's Houſe, or even knew, 
or had the leaſt Suſpicion, that any ſuch Peo- 

ple lodged; there from the 234 of December till 
W about eight or ten Days of ber being ta- 
ken up? There ate ſeveral Houſes directly 
fronting Mrs. Wellws, and Hundredsof People are 
daily paſſing and repaſſingby her Door, and there- 
fore that Wee ſhould lodge there with her 

K 


Family 
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Fatih de Weeks together, and 
out intꝰ 18 1 and yet 1255 no 
ſce her, or a her Family, 1275 or in, all 
of whom, bal y been there, maſt have been 
as well known i int + Neighbourhood as herſelf, 
exceeds all Belief. , 

Another Obſervation 5s, chat the Witneſfes 
in general to this Fart were of the very loweſt 
Rank, and moſt ef them groſty illiterate and 
ſtupid, but few of them had ever ſpoke to her; 
No two. of them pretended to Have been in 


Company t ther when they faw her, ſo that 
it was impoffible that the Teſtimany of one of 


them Chould claſh, with or contradiet that of 
another; but then it was alſo impoſſible they 
ſhould confirm one another ; and = is this 
ugly Circumſtance attending theit Teſtimony, 
which is, that it looks as if the Defendant durſt 
not call two or more Witneſſes to prove ſeeing 
the Gypſey at one and the fame Time, for Fear 
they ſhopld- contradict one another, either in 
Regard to the Days on which they w her, or 
ſome other material Circumſtances. This is 
moſt clear, that the old Woman could not live 
there ſo long, and go out ſo often, without 
being een by Numbers at once, unleſs it can 
| be oppoſed that. ſhe, like the Spirits and Appari- 
tions of good King James's W Was ay 
viſible to one at a Time. 

Another Thing which deferves Terarkin; 
is, that ſome, of the Witneſſes phanly miſtake - 
as to Time, others, recollected the Time by 
trifling and uncertain Circumſtances which 
might happen every Day, and that thoſe 
among them, "who appealed to Notes or othet 


written 


7 

Vritten Memocandotns of a more certain Na- 
ture in Reſpect to Dates, left all thoſe Exidences 
behind them, as if by unanimous Conſent. 

Canning alſo attempted to prove Confeſſions 
of Mary. Squires, ; Suſannah Welli, and Juditb 
Natus ; but, as ſome Remarks | have been al- 
ready made upon that Part of the Caſe, the 
Reader will not be diſpleaſed to have no more 
ſaid about that which ſcarcely deſerved any An- 
ſwer at all. | 
The Imputations attempted to be ti | 
upon the Characters of two of the Witneſſes 
were ſo entirely and ſatisfactorily wiped off, that 
Canning herſelf cannot be diſpleaſed at having 
no Streſs. at all laid upon that Matter one Way 
or other. 

Nothing elſe, to the beſt of the Author's 
Memory, was proved or urged that could be 
any:Ways material in the Girl's Defence; fo 
that the two main Points inſiſted upon a gainſt 
her (that is to ſay, that ſhe' had ſeveral Times 
wilf wand herſelf, more than once 
| th, and that ſhe never was confined nor 
confbanethiprobbedi in Mother Wells's Houſe, and 
both of which had been moſt clearly proved upon 
the Trial) remains at laſt not only abſolutely 
undenied and unanſwered, but even unattempt- 
ed to be contradicted, or to have any Kind of 
Anſwer whatſoever given to them. 

Having thus cut ſorily related the moſt material 
Facts, no Place can be ſo proper for a few ge- 
_ neral Remarks, 

And Firſt, It cannot. well be conceived for 
what Reaſon Canning, who writes a very legi- 
ble Hand, ſhould only ſet her Mark: to her 


2 firſt 
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firſt Informations, unleſs lhe was 6 of 
ſome Paper under her Hand, which 
proved to be written by her) lead to the Diſco- 
very of ſome dark lige), and therefore art- 
fally deſigned, by ſigning her Mark, not only 


to prevent her being betrayed by Similitude of 


Hands, but alſo to make the FRE believe, 
the could not write at all. 


There is alſo ſome Difficulty j in {oppoſing, : 


that her Mother (if ſhe really came Home in 
the Condition pretended) could poſſibly. for . 
ſo far, as to ſwear at one Time, that ſhe ha 

Cap upon her Head, and at another, that its 
had two Handkerchiefs on, and no Cap. .. 
The Girl certainly bore a good Character in 
the Neighbourhood ; but then we all know the 
beſt may err, and every one who acts amils, 


maſt begin to do Ill at one Time or another. 


This perhaps was her unhappy Beginning; and 
wit The Rk. 8 had 52 had 
her Courſes for three or four Months before her 
Abſence, there can be nothing prepoſterous. in 
gueſſing.— Miſcarriages, the Learned ay, 
have been procured by Druggs; nothi 
proved indeed, and therefore nothing ſhou be 
aſſerted. —Yex if ſuch a Thing ſhould ever come 
to Light: The Abſence, the Illneſs on return- 
ing; che Lye to excuſe both; the Perſeverance 
in that Lye ; the Evidence given by at leaſt one 
"Witneſs —All will be accounted for on very na- 
tural Principles. 
Upon the whole, it moſt certainly was clear- 
ly proved; 


Firſt, That the FEW was at Abbotſbury, 


when Canning pretended to have been robbed 
by her. Second- 


might (if 


nat but 
all the 
all the Evidence of Canning's Ignorance of the 
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Secondly, That Canning knew nothing ofthe 
ror non, Ull the ſaw it on the If of 


| February, 


: Thirdly; That the contradicied herſelf ſe | 


"veral Times. 


Fourthly, That fore of ber Witneſſes con- 


tradicted ber themſelves, and each otber; and 


 Fifthly, That ſhe was Hot confined 25 the had 


ſworn. 


And it is equally certain, chat v Part 6 


che Charge againſt her remains unanſwered, ex- 


cept the be fury Teſtimony.— And the An- 
ſwer to that, was ſuch as in its own Nature con- 


futed itſelf; and even if it had not done ſo, was 


by no Means equal in weight 'to the Evidence 
oft the other Side. 


Let us now reflect a Moment, and we can- 
rceive, that if the Girl is innocent, 
itneſſes to prove the Gypſey's Abſence, 


Room, her Inconſiſtencies and Contradictions, - 
and all thoſe who proved that ſhe was not con- 


fined in Felk's Houſe, in Number more than 


Fiſty, are to a Man fore-ſworn, cotruptly, 


_ wilfully forſworn: A Thought too horrid to be 


harboured in the Breaſt of any, but the Man, 
whoſe own abandoned Principles have led him 
to ſuppoſe, that the whole human Race are 


as wicked as himſelf. 


On the other Hand, if the Girl is gale, it | 
does not follow neceſſarily, that any one of all 


her Witneſſes is perjured; for though there is an 


irreconcileable Contradiction between the Teſti- 
mony from Abbotſbury- and that from Enfeld- 
Wa ** is very eaſy to ſuppoſe; that the 


. People Re this ut 1 


5 apprehend, dei moſt of thetn ei 
8 e . indeed Teen 


have miſtgkentbePerſonof theG And as 
2 all Canning s other Witneſſes, r 


4 2 true, though Canning ſhould be 
[3 galty r for Here ie nothing in all thtir Teſt 
mony, which — — impeaches 


the leaſt Part of the Charge againſt her. Who 
5 Ar dg e bejevg a Story contrad iſted by a- 
hoye fiſty Witneſſes, and ſtrictly 


1 Fark would hardly deſerve Credit, the! ey ng 
Ted by 100 Witneſſes, and contradicted by no 
Creature; Who that will fairly and cdoly weigh 


have the 
Peruſakof t 
1 roborate in every Inftence the Truth af the 


doing, by an attentive 


Jes ches ridiculous Story, ynavoid- 
___ .able Conſequence ſhopld be no leſs than that of 
| arb cn, Ruf co 
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ſpeaking, ſup- 
ported by none? A Story o ablurdly -woprotable, 


the Evidence on both Sides (which they'll ſoon 
tunity of 
Trial, which will be fun to cor- | 
ahoxe -RefleRiqns)- would not abſolütely fe- 
' thought the 


molt rter, but eng > dra toy z 
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